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14th Sunday after Pentecost + Sun, Sept 18th, 2022 + Afterfeast of the Elevation of the Precious Cross + St. Eumenes

Hierarch Father Eumenes, unceasingly intercede for us
all.
As Thou wast voluntarily raised upon the Cross for our
sake, grant mercy to those who are called by Thy Name,
O Christ God; make all Orthodox Christians glad by Thy
power, granting them victories over their adversaries by
bestowing on them the invincible trophy, Thy weapon of
peace!

Hymns for Today’s Service
Let us, the faithful, praise and worship the Word,
co-eternal with the Father and the Spirit, born for our
salvation from the Virgin; for He willed to be lifted up on
the Cross in the flesh, to endure death, and to raise the
dead by His glorious Resurrection.
O Lord, save Thy people, and bless Thine inheritance!
Grant victories to the Orthodox Christians over their
adversaries; and by virtue of Thy Cross, preserve Thy
habitation!
We have thee as a friend and helper, gracious advocate
Eumenes: for compassion flowed from thee and thou
pourest forth healings on the Church. Protect those who
honor thee.
Thou didst descend into hell, O my Savior, shattering its
gates as Almighty, resurrecting the dead as Creator, and
destroying the sting of death. Thou hast delivered Adam
from the curse, O Lover of man, and we cry to Thee: “O
Lord, save us!”
Radiant with divine light, O blessed one, illumine us who
lovingly praise thy precious and glorious passing; O

Epistle Reading - 2 Corinthians 1:21-2:4
Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and has
anointed us is God, who also has sealed us and given us
the Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee. Moreover I call
God as witness against my soul, that to spare you I came
no more to Corinth. Not that we have dominion over your
faith, but are fellow workers for your joy; for by faith you
stand. But I determined this within myself, that I would
not come again to you in sorrow. For if I make you
sorrowful, then who is he who makes me glad but the one
who is made sorrowful by me? And I wrote this very thing
to you, lest, when I came, I should have sorrow over
those from whom I ought to have joy, having confidence
in you all that my joy is the joy of you all. For out of much
affliction and anguish of heart I wrote to you, with many
tears, not that you should be grieved, but that you might
know the love which I have so abundantly for you.

Gospel Reading -Matthew 22:1-14
And Jesus answered and spoke to them again by parables
and said: “The kingdom of heaven is like a certain king
who arranged a marriage for his son, and sent out his
servants to call those who were invited to the wedding;

DEAR GUESTS AND FRIENDS: A most sincere and heartfelt welcome to you from our community. According to the ancient
traditions of the Orthodox Church, the Sacrament of Holy Communion is to be administered only to Orthodox Christians who have
prepared to receive the Holy Sacrament through prayer and fasting. If you have questions please let us know!
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and they were not willing to come. Again, he sent out
other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, “See,
I have prepared my dinner; my oxen and fatted cattle are
killed, and all things are ready. Come to the wedding.”’
But they made light of it and went their ways, one to his
own farm, another to his business. And the rest seized his
servants, treated them spitefully, and killed them. But
when the king heard about it, he was furious. And he sent
out his armies, destroyed those murderers, and burned
up their city. Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding
is ready, but those who were invited were not worthy.
Therefore go into the highways, and as many as you find,
invite to the wedding.’ So those servants went out into
the highways and gathered together all whom they
found, both bad and good. And the wedding hall was
filled with guests. But when the king came in to see the
guests, he saw a man there who did not have on a
wedding garment. So he said to him, ‘Friend, how did
you come in here without a wedding garment?’ And he
was speechless. Then the king said to the servants, ‘Bind
him hand and foot, take him away, and cast him into
outer darkness; there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.’ For many are called, but few are chosen.”

This Week’s Schedule
Holy Trinity Orthodox Church
+++
THIS WEEKEND
Saturday, September 17th
5 PM: Great Vespers, Confessions
Sunday, September 18th
8:40 AM: 3rd & 6th Hours, 9 AM: Divine Liturgy
10:30: Parastas for Eva Lisowski & Bernard Golubiewski
10:30 AM: Coffee Hour
11:30 AM: Parish Council Meeting
+++

THIS WEEK
WED, 11 AM-1:30 PM: Private Prayer in Church
WED, 6:30 PM - Akathist Service
+++

NEXT WEEKEND
Saturday, September 24th
5 PM: Great Vespers, Confessions
Sunday, September 25th
8:40 AM: 3rd & 6th Hours, 9 AM: Divine Liturgy
10:30 AM: Coffee Hour

Announcements
& Upcoming Parish Events
+++
TODAY: September 18th: Parish Council Meeting
THIS WEEK: WEDNESDAY NIGHT AKATHIST:
Beginning Wed, September 21st @ 6:30 PM Fr. Innocent
will lead a weekly Akathist Service. Join us for this
midweek time of prayer and supplication to our Lord, His
Mother, and the Saints.

NOTE: DATE CHANGED OCT 9 - Annual Parish
Meeting/ Nominations for Office - Sunday, October
9, 2022 following Divine Liturgy, all members are
welcome to attend our annual parish meeting. Election
for church council officers will be conducted. Open
positions include Chair, Vice Chair & Financial
Secretary. Qualification for election into office per HTOC
bylaws requires that one be at least 21 years of age; a
voting member of the parish for at least two years; an
active communicant of the sacraments (confession /
communion); meet all canonical requirements of the
faith; and a person of the church in conduct and speech.
If you would like to be an officer on the Parish Council
please contact one of the members of this year’s
nominating committee - Peter Holoviak,
Andy
Kondratick, Donna Stankeiwicz, or Fr. Innocent.

OCT 1st & 2nd DEANERY & PARISH RENEWAL
RETREAT: The Diocese of Eastern PA and Wilkes Barre
Deanery are sponsoring a Parish Renewal Retreat for our
Deanery & Parish. Bill Marianes, a parish planning expert
who we have already engaged for parish strategic
planning, will host the retreat here at Holy Trinity
Orthodox Church. The Deanery Retreat will be held
Saturday, October 1st beginning at 9 AM and Sunday,
October 2nd, specifically for our Parish, following Divine
Liturgy. All parishioners, Parish Council, and the
Strategic Planning Team are welcome and encouraged to
attend, especially on Sunday when Bill speaks to our
parish. We are also looking for parishioners willing to
help organize and work the event. Please signup to
attend and/or volunteer in the Vestibule/Narthex.
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Summer/Fall Upcoming Events
Sun, September 18th - Parish Council
Sat, October 1st - Feast of Protection Liturgy @ 9AM
Sat, October 1st - Parish Renewal Retreat (Deanery wide)
Sun, October 2nd - Bill Marianes @ Coffee Hour (HTOC)
Sun, Oct 9th (Note Change) - Annual Parish Meeting

We must receive the one who
curses us as a messenger
from God, rebuking our
hidden evil thoughts, so that
we, seeing our thoughts with
exactness, might correct
ourselves. For we do not
know how many hidden evils
we have; Only a perfect man
can understand all of his own
shortcomings.

PROPORTIONAL GIVING CHART
How much is my weekly tithe?!
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(St. Mark the Ascetic)

Birthdays & Anniversaries
September Birthdays: Jason King (9/1), Marianne Haugh
(9/3), William Gurka (9/8), Kaleb Dutko (9/19), Brittany
Marie Willis (9/20), Irene Kazmierowicz (9/27), Stephen
Hutz (9/29), Alekzandria Dutko (9/30) September
Anniversaries: Jason & Coleen King (9/5), Dave & Diane
Welgus (9/6), Martha & Paul Tumavitch (9/17)
This Week’s Birthdays: Kaleb Dutko (9/19), Brittany
Marie Willis (9/20) Anniversaries:

Words of Wisdom
From the Saints & Teachers
+++

Prayer Today
By Met. Anthony Bloom
Life and prayer are completely inseparable. A life without
prayer is a life which is unaware of an essential
dimension of existence. It is a flat life, without depth, a
two-dimensional life in space and time. It is a life that is
satisfied with the visible, with our neighbor, but with our
physical neighbor, in whom we fail to discover the
immensity and eternity of his destiny. The value of
prayer consists in discovering, affirming and living in
accordance with the fact that everything has a dimension
of eternity and of boundlessness.

PARISH PRAYER LIST Living: Cynthia Dulsky, Theodore & Elenor Sovryda, Nadine Breisch, Sonja & Leanne Kay, Josie Bissett, Lisa & Scott
Harvey, Daniel & Shannon Bissett, Peter Holoviak & Family, Evelyn Kosmiski, Mat. Elizabeth, Jeri Basarab, Fr. Theodore Orzolek, Mary Ann
Lepa, Mat. Delores Donlick, Fr. Vladimir Fetchko, Reader Matthew, Vladimir & Marie Dutko, Alan, Cathy & Paul, Matthew Austin,
Archpriest Vladimir, Tom Austin, Donna Stankiewicz, Samir Abdo, Nesrin Dahdal, Sara Abdo, Mansour Abdo, Siwar Abdo, Silin Abdo,
Natalya Elkin, Patrick Tutella, Nicole Hapeman Departed: Met Herman, Met Kallistos Ware, Monk Arseny

The world in which we live is not a profane world; it is a
world which we know only too well how to profane, but
in itself it comes from the hands of God, it is loved by
God. The value which God attaches to it is the life and
death of his Son, and prayer manifests our recognition of
this fact, our discovery of the fact that in the eyes of God
every person around us, everything around us has a
sacred value and, being loved by God, becomes precious
to us. Not to pray is to leave God out of our existence, —
not only God, but all that He signifies for the world He
created, the world in which we live.
Now we often think that it is difficult to coordinate life
and prayer. This is a complete mistake, resulting from a
false idea of life as well as of prayer. We think that life
consists of being on the move and that prayer consists in
going off somewhere into retirement and forgetting all
about our neighbor and our human situation. This is
untrue! It is a slander against life and a slander against
prayer itself.
In order to understand prayer one must first get into
solidarity with the whole reality of man, with his destiny
and that of the whole world: assume it totally. And that is
the essential act which God accomplished in the
Incarnation. This is the total aspect of what we call
intercession. Ordinarily when we think of intercession we
think that it consists of politely reminding God of what
he has forgotten to do. Intercession consists of taking a
step which brings us to the heart of tragic situations, — a
step which has the same quality as the one taken by
Christ, who became man once for all. It means stepping
into the heart of situations from which we can never find
our way out again; a Christian, Christ-like solidarity
which is simultaneously oriented towards two opposite
poles. Christ incarnate, true man and true God, has total
solidarity with man in his sin when he turns towards
God, and total solidarity with God when he turned
towards man. It is this double solidarity which makes us
in a sense a stranger to both sides and at the same time
united with both sides. This is fundamentally our
Christian situation.
You ask, «What shall we do?» Prayer arises from two
sources: either from our wonder at God and the things of
God — our neighbor and the world around us, in spite of
its shadows; or else from the sense of tragedy, our own,
and especially other people's. Berdyaev said: «When I am
hungry it is a physical fact; if my neighbor is hungry it is
a moral fact.» That is the tragedy as it appears to us at

every moment. My neighbor is always hungry: he is not
always hungry for bread, he is sometimes hungry for a
human gesture, a glance of affection. And this is where
prayer begins, in this sensitization to the wonders and
the tragedy. As long as this lasts, everything is easy: in
wonder we pray easily, just as we pray easily when we are
in the grip of a sense of tragedy.
But otherwise? At other times life and prayer must be
made one. For instance, get up in the morning, stand
before God and say: «Lord, bless me, and bless this day
that is beginning», and then treat the whole day as a gift
of God and consider yourself as God's envoy in this
unknown which is the new day. This simply means
something very difficult: that nothing which happens
today will be alien to the will of God: everything without
exception is a situation in which God will have placed you
in order that you should be His presence, his love, his
compassion, his creative intelligence, his courage... And
on the other hand, every time you encounter a situation,
you will be the one whom God has put there to perform
the office of a Christian, to be a particle of the body of
Christ and an action of God.
If you do that, you will easily see that at every moment
you will have to turn to God and say: «Lord, clarify my
intelligence, strengthen and direct my will, give me a
heart of fire, help me.» At other moments you may say:
«Thank you, Lord!» And if you are wise and know how to
be thankful, you will avoid the folly that is called vanity
or pride, which consists of imagining that one has done
something that one could have left undone. It is God who
has done it. It is God who has given us this marvelous gift
of having that to do.
And when in the evening you present yourself again
before God and make a quick examination of the day, you
will be able to sing his praises, glorify Him, thank Him,
weep over others and weep over yourself. If you begin to
connect your prayer to life in this way, the two will never
again be separated, and life will be like a fuel which at
every moment is feeding a fire that becomes richer and
richer, more and more burning, and which little by little
will transform you yourself into that burning bush that is
told about in Scripture.

