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9th Sunday after Pentecost + Sun, Aug. 14th, 2022 + Forefeast of the Dormition of the Mother of God

Today the universe dances with joy at thy glorious
memorial, and cries out to thee, O Mother of God:
“Rejoice, O Virgin, pride of Christians!”

Epistle Reading - 1 Corinthians 3:9-17
For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, you
are God’s building. According to the grace of God which
was given to me, as a wise master builder I have laid the
foundation, and another builds on it. But let each one
take heed how he builds on it. For no other foundation
can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus
Christ. Now if anyone builds on this foundation with
gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each
one’s work will become clear; for the Day will declare it,
because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test
each one’s work, of what sort it is. If anyone’s work
which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward.
If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he
himself will be saved, yet so as through fire. Do you not
know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of
God dwells in you? If anyone defiles the temple of God,
God will destroy him. For the temple of God is holy,
which temple you are.

Hymns for This Week
Thou didst descend from on high, O Merciful One! Thou
didst accept the three day burial to free us from our
sufferings! O Lord, our Life and Resurrection, glory to
Thee!
Dance with joy, O peoples! Clap your hands with
gladness! Gather today with fervor and jubilation; sing
with exultation! The Mother of God is about to rise in
glory, ascending from earth to heaven. We ceaselessly
praise her in song as truly Theotokos.
By rising from the tomb, Thou didst raise the dead and
resurrect Adam. Eve exults in Thy Resurrection, and the
world celebrates Thy rising from the dead, O greatly
Merciful One!

Gospel - Matthew 14:22-34
Immediately Jesus made His disciples get into the boat
and go before Him to the other side, while He sent the
multitudes away. And when He had sent the multitudes
away, He went up on the mountain by Himself to pray.
Now when evening came, He was alone there. But the
boat was now in the middle of the sea, tossed by the
waves, for the wind was contrary. Now in the fourth
watch of the night Jesus went to them, walking on the
sea. And when the disciples saw Him walking on the sea,
they were troubled, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they
cried out for fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them,
saying, “Be of good cheer! It is I; do not be afraid.” And
Peter answered Him and said, “Lord, if it is You,
command me to come to You on the water.” So He said,
“Come.” And when Peter had come down out of the boat,
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he walked on the water to go to Jesus. But when he saw
that the wind was boisterous, he was afraid; and
beginning to sink he cried out, saying, “Lord, save me!”
And immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and
caught him, and said to him, “O you of little faith, why
did you doubt?” And when they got into the boat, the
wind ceased. Then those who were in the boat came and
worshiped Him, saying, “Truly You are the Son of God.”
When they had crossed over, they came to the land of
Gennesaret.

God loves us more than a father, mother,
friend, or any else could love, and even
more than we are able to love ourselves.
(St. John Chrysostom)

Announcements
& Upcoming Parish Events

This Week’s Schedule
Holy Trinity Orthodox Church
+++
THIS WEEKEND
Saturday, August 13th
5 PM: Great Vespers, Confessions
Sunday, August 14th
8:40 AM: 3rd & 6th Hours, 9 AM: Divine Liturgy
10:30 AM: Coffee Hour
Adult Ed: On Helping Departed Souls/Dn. Solomon Longo
11:30 AM: Parish Council Meeting
12:30/12:45 PM: Great Vespers for the Feast of Dormition
+++

Great Feast of the Dormition of the Mother of God
Monday, August 15th
8:40 AM: 3rd & 6th Hours, 9 AM: Divine Liturgy
Followed by Blessing of Flowers
Join us for breakfast afterwards at D’s Diner.
+++

THIS WEEK

+++
Ask Fr. Innocent: Do you have questions about the
Orthodox faith? Submit your questions anonymously in
the vestibule in the small black “Ask Fr. Innocent?” box.
Questions will be answered during coffee hour and/or in
the bulletin.

CONTINUING TODAY: 3-Part Adult Education
Series: Dn. Solomon, our intern from St. Tikhon’s, will
be making a 3-part presentation on the Orthodox
teaching on “The Departure of the Soul and the Unity of the
Living and Departed”. August 7, 14, 21 at Coffee Hour.
Come and listen to this very important presentation.

THIS COMING SAT, AUG 20 - FRIENDS OF THE
POOR OUTREACH: Join us here at Holy Trinity at 9 AM.
We will begin with a short briefing and prayer before
heading to the square in downtown Wilkes Barre. Our
purpose is to encounter the person of Christ in the poor,
needy and homeless, engaging them with a loving heart,
warmth and friendly conversation. We will also take
much-needed supplies for any who may be in need. We
plan to be finished by noon. All are welcome.

WED, 11 AM-1:30 PM: Private Prayer in Church
SAT, 9 AM: Friends of the Poor Outreach
+++

NEXT WEEKEND
Saturday, August 20th
5 PM: Great Vespers, Confessions
Sunday, August 21st
8:40 AM: 3rd & 6th Hours, 9 AM: Divine Liturgy
10:30 AM: Coffee Hour
Adult Ed - The Prayers of the Saints w/ Dn. Solomon
Longo

Summer/Fall Upcoming Events
Sun, August 14th - Parish Council Meeting
Mon, August 15th - Feast of Dormition
Sat, August 20th - Friends of the Poor
Mon, August 29th - Beheading of St. John the Baptist
Sun, September 4th - Annual Family & Youth Labor Day
Weekend Cookout
Sun, September 18th - Parish Council (budget approval)
Sun, September 25th - Annual Parish Meeting
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Birthdays & Anniversaries
August Birthdays: Joan Lello (8/1), David Voda (8/2),
Sophia Leonori (8/5), Joe Lello (8/14), William Talpash
(8/19), Olivia Dutko (8/22), Carl Zbegner (8/22), Denise
Meck (8/23), Ephraim Neal (8/25), Lindsey Rivera (8/31),
Pat Bankos (8/?) August Anniversaries: Greg & Laura
Polk (8/17), George & Rita Krill (8/?)
This Week’s Birthdays: Joe Lello (8/14), William Talpash
(8/19) Anniversaries: Greg & Laura Polk (8/17)

PROPORTIONAL GIVING CHART
How much is my weekly tithe?!
Proportional giving is the practice of returning to the
Lord a portion of the financial treasure He has blessed us
with in this life. This, of course, is done freely and out of
love for God and His Church, not in response to an
outward rule (Freely you have received, freely give - Matt
10:8). May this chart be helpful for you in prayerfully
determining your level of giving, challenging yourself to
return to God the good portion of His financial blessings.
Weekly
Income

10%

5%

4%

2%

thoughts we nurture. If our thoughts

$200

$20

$10

$8

$4

are peaceful, calm, meek, and kind,

$500

$50

$25

$20

$10

$750

$75

$37

$30

$15

$1000

$100

$50

$40

$20

our attention is turned to the

$1500

$150

$75

$60

$30

circumstances in which we live, we

$2000

$200

$100

$80

$40

“Our life depends on the kind of

then that is what our life is like. If

are drawn into a whirlpool of
thoughts and can have neither peace
nor tranquility.”
- Elder Thaddeus of Vitovnica

Words of Wisdom
From the Saints & Teachers
+++
The Great Feast of the
Dormition of the Mother of God
The feast of the Dormition or Falling-asleep of the
Theotokos is celebrated on the fifteenth of August,
preceded by a two-week fast. This feast, which is also
sometimes called the Assumption, commemorates the
death, resurrection and glorification of Christ’s mother.
It proclaims that Mary has been “assumed” by God into
the heavenly kingdom of Christ in the fullness of her
spiritual and bodily existence.
As with the nativity of the Virgin and the feast of her
entrance to the temple, there are no biblical or historical
sources for this feast. The Tradition of the Church is that
Mary died as all people die, not “voluntarily” as her Son,
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but by the necessity of her mortal human nature which is
indivisibly bound up with the corruption of this world.
The Orthodox Church teaches that Mary is without
personal sins. In the Gospel of the feast, however, in the
liturgical services and in the Dormition icon, the Church
proclaims as well that Mary truly needed to be saved by
Christ as all human persons are saved from the trials,
sufferings and death of this world; and that having truly
died, she was raised up by her Son as the Mother of Life
and participates already in the eternal life of paradise
which is prepared and promised to all who “hear the
word of God and keep it” (Lk11.27–28).
In giving birth, you preserved your virginity. In falling asleep
you did not forsake the world, O Theotokos. You were
translated to life, O Mother of Life, and by your prayers, you
deliver our souls from death (Troparion).
Neither the tomb, nor death, could hold the Theotokos, who
is constant in prayer and our firm hope in her intercessions.
For being the Mother of Life, she was translated to life, by
the One who dwelt in her virginal womb (Kontakion).
The services of the feast repeat the main theme, that the
Mother of Life has “passed over into the heavenly joy,
into the divine gladness and unending delight” of the
Kingdom of her Son (Vesperal hymn). The Old Testament
readings, as well as the gospel readings for the Vigil and
the Divine Liturgy, are exactly the same as those for the
feast of the Virgin’s nativity and her entrance into the
Temple. Thus, at the Vigil we again hear Mary say: “My
soul magnifies the Lord and my Spirit rejoices in God my
Saviour” (Lk 1.47). At the Divine Liturgy we hear the
letter to the Philippians where Saint Paul speaks of the
self-emptying of Christ who condescends to human
servitude and ignoble death in order to be “highly
exalted by God his Father” (Phil 2.5–11). And once again
we hear in the Gospel that Mary’s blessedness belongs to
all who “hear the word of God and keep it” (Lk 11.27–28).
Thus, the feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos is the
celebration of the fact that all men are “highly exalted”
in the blessedness of the victorious Christ, and that this
high exaltation has already been accomplished in Mary
the Theotokos. The feast of the Dormition is the sign, the
guarantee, and the celebration that Mary’s fate is, the
destiny of all those of “low estate” whose souls magnify

the Lord, whose spirits rejoice in God the Saviour, whose
lives are totally dedicated to hearing and keeping the
Word of God which is given to men in Mary’s child, the
Saviour and Redeemer of the world.
Finally it must be stressed that, in all of the feasts of the
Virgin Mother of God in the Church, the Orthodox
Christians celebrate facts of their own lives in Christ and
the Holy Spirit. What happens to Mary happens to all
who imitate her holy life of humility, obedience, and
love. With her all people will be “blessed” to be “more
honorable than the cherubim and beyond compare more
glorious than the seraphim” if they follow her example.
All will have Christ born in them by the Holy Spirit. All
will become temples of the living God. All will share in
the eternal life of His Kingdom who live the life that Mary
lived.
In this sense everything that is praised and glorified in
Mary is a sign of what is offered to all persons in the life
of the Church. It is for this reason that Mary, with the
divine child Jesus within her, is called in the Orthodox
Tradition the Image of the Church. For the assembly of
the saved is those in whom Christ dwells.

