The Sunday Messenger
HOLY TRINITY ORTHODOX CHURCH - WILKES BARRE, PA
+ 5th Sun after Pentecost + Sun, July 17th, 2022 + Fathers of the 1st Six Ecumenical Councils +

Hymns for This Week
When the women disciples of the Lord learned from the
angel the joyous message of Thy Resurrection, they cast
away the ancestral curse and elatedly told the apostles:
“Death is overthrown! Christ God is risen, granting the
world great mercy!”
Thou art most glorious, O Christ our God, Who hast
established the Holy Fathers as lights on the earth.
Through them Thou hast guided us to the True Faith. O
greatly compassionate One, glory to Thee!
My Savior and Redeemer as God rose from the tomb and
delivered the earth-born from their chains. He has
shattered the gates of hell, and as Master, He has risen
on the third day!
The Apostles’ preaching and the Fathers’ doctrines have
established one Faith for the Church. Adorned with the
robe of truth, woven from heavenly theology, It defines
and glorifies the great mystery of piety.

Epistle Reading - Romans 10:1-10

they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge.
For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and
seeking to establish their own righteousness, have not
submitted to the righteousness of God. For Christ is the
end of the law for righteousness to everyone who
believes. For Moses writes about the righteousness which
is of the law, “The man who does those things shall live
by them.” But the righteousness of faith speaks in this
way, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into
heaven?’ (that is, to bring Christ down from above) or,
‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring
Christ up from the dead). But what does it say? “The
word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that
is, the word of faith which we preach): that if you confess
with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart
that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.
For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and
with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

Gospel - Matthew 8:28-9:1
When He had come to the other side, to the country of
the Gergesenes, there met Him two demon-possessed
men, coming out of the tombs, exceedingly fierce, so that
no one could pass that way. And suddenly they cried out,
saying, “What have we to do with You, Jesus, You Son of
God? Have You come here to torment us before the
time?” Now a good way off from them there was a herd
of many swine feeding. So the demons begged Him,
saying, “If You cast us out, permit us to go away into the
herd of swine.” And He said to them, “Go.” So when they
had come out, they went into the herd of swine. And
suddenly the whole herd of swine ran violently down the
steep place into the sea, and perished in the water. Then
those who kept them fled; and they went away into the
city and told everything, including what had happened to
the demon-possessed men. And behold, the whole city
came out to meet Jesus. And when they saw Him, they
begged Him to depart from their region. So He got into a
boat, crossed over, and came to His own city.

Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel
is that they may be saved. For I bear them witness that

DEAR GUESTS AND FRIENDS: A most sincere and heartfelt welcome to you from our community. According to the ancient
traditions of the Orthodox Church, the Sacrament of Holy Communion is to be administered only to Orthodox Christians who have
prepared to receive the Holy Sacrament through prayer and fasting. If you have questions please let us know!

Web: www.wbholytrinity.org • Phone: 570-825-6540 • Priest: Fr. Innocent Neal

This Week’s Schedule
Holy Trinity Orthodox Church
+++
THIS WEEKEND
Saturday, July 16th
5 PM: Great Vespers, Confessions
Sunday, July 17th
8:40 AM: 3rd & 6th Hours, 9 AM: Divine Liturgy
10:30 AM: Coffee Hour
10:30 AM: Parastas for Bernard Golubiewski & Family
11:30: Parish Council Meeting

Today’s Parastas
In Memory of Bernard, Anastasia,
Bernard, & Anna Golubiewski
Anthony & Mark Sluhocki
Offered by Blanche Sluhocki
+++

Announcements
& Upcoming Parish Events
+++
Ask Fr. Innocent: Do have questions about the
Orthodox faith? Fr. Innocent may have the answer, AND
if he doesn’t he will get it for you. In the vestibule with
the visitor brochures is a small black box and blank
question slips for you to anonymously submit your
questions. Fr. Innocent will answer these questions
during coffee hour and/or in the bulletin.

Youth Trip to Hershey Park. Mon, July 25th. Weet at
Hershey Park @ 10 AM at the Carousel if you are able.
Otherwise will connect as we all arrive.

THIS WEEk: Bazaar Prep & Ticket Stand Tear
Down Wednesday, July 20th @ 3 PM. The Interior of the
Pavillion will also be set up and equipment moved, etc.
All help is greatly appreciated.

THIS WEEK

+++

WED, 11 AM-1:30 PM: NO Open Church /Private Prayer
due to the All-American Council
+++

Bazaar/Foodfest Related Information

NEXT WEEKEND
Saturday, July 23rd
5 PM: Great Vespers, Confessions
Sunday, July 24th
8:40 AM: 3rd & 6th Hours, 9 AM: Divine Liturgy
10:30 AM: Coffee Hour

“We must receive the one who curses us as
a messenger from God, rebuking our
hidden evil thoughts, so that we, seeing
our thoughts with exactness, might
correct ourselves. For we do not know how
many hidden evils we have; Only a perfect
man can understand all of his own
shortcomings.
(St. Mark the Ascetic, Homilies, 6)

The dates for this year’s event will be Friday & Saturday,
July 29 & 30. Bazaar preparations are underway and sign
up sheets are in the vestibule for a variety of different
activities.

Contributions in the form of merchandise (for the
basket raffle) or monetary donations will also be
appreciated. Please see Greg, Colleen or Sandy if you wish
to donate.

Volunteer at the Bazaar: If anyone would like to be a
volunteer for the 2022 Bazaar and was not contacted by
Alexanne Conklin, please contact her via phone or text
570-885-1773.

Calling all bakers: We are in need of baked goods to be
sold at the bazaar July 29th & 30th. Cakes,
cookies,cupcakes, muffins & more! A sign up sheet will
be placed in the vestibule. If you are able to pre-package
your desserts; please see Lydia Dutko for the containers.
The baked goods are to be delivered to the Pavillion on
Friday July 29th by noon please. Thank you very much for
your support.
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PROPORTIONAL GIVING CHART

+++

How much is my weekly tithe?!

Other Upcoming Events
Sun, July 17th - Parish Council Meeting
July 18th-22nd - All American Council in Baltimore
Mon, July 25th - Youth/Teen Hershey Park Trip
July 29th-30th - HTOC Bazaar/Foodfest
Mon, Aug 1st - Dormition Fast Begins
Sat, August 6th - Feast of the Transfiguration
Sun, August 7th - Blessing of Vehicles (NEW)
Sun, August 14th - Parish Council Meeting
Mon, August 15th - Feast of Dormition
Mon, August 29th - Beheading of St. John the Baptist
Sun, September 18th - Parish Council (budget approval)
Sun, September 25th - Annual Parish Meeting

Birthdays & Anniversaries
July Birthdays: Christina Cherkis (7/2), Marley Willis
(7/10), Xenia Clark (7/11), Luke Ausin (7/15), Diane
Welgus (7/18), Rachael Talpash (7/24), Katrina Zbegner
(7/26), Donna Stankiewkz (7/27), Christopher Dutko
(7/28), Shannon Bisset (7/28), Deborah Mills (7/31) July
Anniversaries: Lisa & Scott Harvey (7/15), Marianne &
Jeremy Haugh (7/18), Tom & Alexanne Conklin (7/27)
This
Week’s Birthdays:
Anniversaries: N/A

Diane

Welgus

(7/18)

Proportional giving is the practice of returning to the
Lord a portion of the financial treasure He has blessed us
with in this life. We offer our gifts in gratitude for His.
This principle is found in both the Old and New
Testament scriptures. Because it is proportional, what is
returned to Him is different for each family and
household. The giving chart below offers a starting point
for giving based on a range of weekly incomes along with
a range of giving levels beginning at 10%, the ideal for a
Christian tithe if one is capable, down to 2%. Our goal as
we journey through life is to offer increasingly more of
what God has given us back to Him, just as we give more
of our heart. Where your treasure is, there will your heart be
also (Matt 6:21). This, of course, is done freely and out of
love for God and His Church, not in response to an
outward rule (Freely you have received, freely give - Matt
10:8). May this chart be helpful for you in prayerfully
determining your level of giving, challenging yourself to
return to God the good portion of His financial blessings.
Weekly
Income

10%

5%

4%

2%

$200

$20

$10

$8

$4

$500

$50

$25

$20

$10

$750

$75

$37

$30

$15

$1000

$100

$50

$40

$20

$1500

$150

$75

$60

$30

$2000

$200

$100

$80

$40

Words of Wisdom
From the Saints & Teachers
+++
Dear Parishioners, We have been falling below the
monthly minimum we need to keep up with our
expenses. We humbly request that you remember to
maintain your tithes and offerings throughout these
months when you may not be in church or are on
vacation. Thank you for your continued support!

The Sunday of the Gergasenes
In the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost.
How familiar is this story to us. Yet every time we read it
we rediscover something in it which touches our heart,

PARISH PRAYER LIST Living: Cynthia Dulsky, Theodore & Elenor Sovryda, Nadine Breisch, Sonja & Leanne Kay, Josie
Bissett, Lisa & Scott Harvey, Daniel & Shannon Bissett, Peter Holoviak & Family, Evelyn Kosmiski, Mat. Elizabeth, Jeri
Basarab, Fr. Theodore Orzolek, Mary Ann Lepa, Mat. Delores Donlick, Fr. Vladimir Fetchko, Reader Matthew, Vladimir &
Marie Dutko, Alan, Cathy & Paul Departed: Carol, Bruce

or gives a new light to our mind. And today I would like to
attract your attention to three features of this passage.
The first is the attitude of the devils, of the powers of
evil, to their victims. The powers of evil have no other
intention or desire than to take possession of a living
creature and to make it both a sufferer and one that will
fulfil their will. The Fathers of the Church teach us that
the devils can have no direct action in this world; all they
can do is enslave human beings and through them work
the evil within them. So this is what these powers of evil
had intended: to enslave these men and to make them
instruments of destruction, but at the same time to make
them suffer for it.
When Christ commanded them to leave their victims
they cried, shall I say, for a place of refuge, a place where
they could dwell and work destruction. And Christ
allowed them to in-dwell the pigs. Pigs, in the eyes of
Jews, were a symbol of impurity; the request to be lodged
in their bodies was a sign for all who could understand and every Jew could - that they were as impure as the
impurest of the animals. But what happened next was a
demonstration to people of what happens when we allow
ourselves to be possessed of evil, when we allow passions
to have power over us - hatred, lust, jealousy, and all the
passions of body and soul. Being possessed by them we
are doomed to destruction, as this herd ended in death.
We should remember this because we do not always
realise how much we are in the grip, in the power of
those things which rule our life: likes and dislikes,
hatreds, resentments and so on. We are not only
possessed, but we are also working evil through our
subjection to the power of evil. And the warning is clear:
if we only allow evil to take possession of us completely,
it will mean death; not physical death, but a total, tragic
alienation from all that is life: from God, from love, from
beauty, from meaning. We cannot fall out of existence
but we can be possessed of an existence which is a
ghostly one, an existence without life, without content a shell that is empty, and yet a torment.
And in contrast to this we see the Lord Jesus Christ, the
Son of God become Man. He is the Creator, He is the Lord,
He is the Saviour of the whole world; and He forgets
everything, as it were, the whole of creation to pay
attention to nothing but these two men who are in need
of salvation, indeed He is prepared to leave ninety-nine
righteous, whole people who do not need Him at that

moment alone in order to give all His attention, all His
life, indeed all His power to save these two men. In the
face of all the need of the world He can see every
individual need and respond to it with all His love, all His
compassion, all His understanding and all His divine
power to save and to heal.
There is a third group of people whom we see in action in
this Gospel story; it is the inhabitants of the country.
They had known of the desperate condition of these two
men; they were told of what Christ did for them; they
were told who their master was, who was their
tormentor; should they not have come to give glory to
God and thank Him for delivering the two men from the
power of evil? NO! All they saw in the act of Christ was
that they were deprived of their herd of swine. What
mattered to them the wholeness and the life and the
salvation of these two men? They were deprived of what
was important to them, what mattered to them more
than a human life, and they asked Christ to leave their
borders, to go because they did not want to risk another
miracle that would be costly to them. What a tragic - not
monstrous, but just tragic contrast between the attitude
of God and the attitude of these people.
Let us give thought and ask ourselves, where do we
stand? Of course, the first movement we shall have is to
say, 'On God's side' - it is not true. When there is a tragic
need, and the cost of helping would be perhaps not a
disaster but a pain or loss to us, what would we choose?
Let us reflect on this: are we really on the side of Christ
Who can forget the whole world because His Heart is
pierced, transfixed with compassion, or - do we allow
our heart to be moved one moment, and then recalculate
the cost and turn away from the need?
Let us reflect - because every one of these stories, every
parable, every image, every act of God is challenging us:
Where do you stand? Who are you? The person
possessed, to whatever extent? A disciple of Christ ready
to forget everything for the sake of a desperate need? Or
rather one of those who say to Christ: Go, go away - you
are disturbing our peace, the harmony of our life and our
security?
Let us reflect deeply; but not only reflect, take a decision
and act. Amen.
+Met Anthony Bloom

