The Sunday Messenger
HOLY TRINITY ORTHODOX CHURCH - WILKES BARRE, PA
Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen! + Sun, May 29nd, 2022 + The Sunday of the Blind Man +

Epistle Reading - Acts 16:16-34
Now it happened, as we went to prayer, that a certain
slave girl possessed with a spirit of divination met us,
who brought her masters much profit by fortune-telling.
This girl followed Paul and us, and cried out, saying,
“These men are the servants of the Most High God, who
proclaim to us the way of salvation.” And this she did for
many days. But Paul, greatly annoyed, turned and said to
the spirit, “I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to
come out of her.” And he came out that very hour. But
when her masters saw that their hope of profit was gone,
they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the
marketplace to the authorities. And they brought them to
the magistrates, and said, “These men, being Jews,
exceedingly trouble our city; and they teach customs
which are not lawful for us, being Romans, to receive or
observe.” Then the multitude rose up together against
them ...

Hymns for Today’s Service
Let us, the faithful, praise and worship the Word,
co-eternal with the Father and the Spirit, born for our
salvation from the Virgin; for He willed to be lifted up on
the Cross in the flesh, to endure death, and to raise the
dead by His glorious Resurrection.
I come to Thee, O Christ, blind from birth in my spiritual
eyes, and call to Thee in repentance: “Thou art the most
radiant Light of those in darkness.”
Thou didst descend into the tomb, O Immortal, Thou
didst destroy the power of death. In victory didst Thou
arise, O Christ God, proclaiming, “Rejoice!” to the
Myrrhbearing Women, granting peace to Thine Apostles,
and bestowing Resurrection on the fallen.

Gospel Reading - John 9:1-38
Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was blind
from birth. And His disciples asked Him, saying, “Rabbi,
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born
blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his
parents sinned, but that the works of God should be
revealed in him. I must work the works of Him who sent
Me while it is day; the night is coming when no one can
work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the
world.” When He had said these things, He spat on the
ground and made clay with the saliva; and He anointed
the eyes of the blind man with the clay. And He said to
him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which is
translated, Sent). So he went and washed, and came back
seeing. Therefore the neighbors and those who
previously had seen that he was blind said, “Is not this he
who sat and begged?” Some said, “This is he.” Others
said, “He is like him.” He said, “I am he.” Therefore they
said to him, “How were your eyes opened?” He answered
and said, “A Man called Jesus made clay and anointed my
eyes and said to me, ‘Go to the pool of Siloam and wash.’
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So I went and washed, and I received sight.” Then they
said to him, “Where is He?” He said, “I do not know.”
They brought him who formerly was blind to the
Pharisees. Now it was a Sabbath when Jesus made the
clay and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also asked
him again how he had received his sight. He said to them,
“He put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.”
Therefore some of the Pharisees said, “This Man is not
from God, because He does not keep the Sabbath.” Others
said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?”
And there was a division among them. They said to the
blind man again, “What do you say about Him because
He opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” But
the Jews did not believe concerning him, that he had
been blind and received his sight, until they called the
parents of him who had received his sight. And they
asked them, saying, “Is this your son, who you say was
born blind? How then does he now see?” His parents
answered them and said, “We know that this is our son,
and that he was born blind; but by what means he now
sees we do not know, or who opened his eyes we do not
know. He is of age; ask him. He will speak for himself.”
His parents said these things because they feared the
Jews, for the Jews had agreed already that if anyone
confessed that He was Christ, he would be put out of the
synagogue. Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask
him.” So they again called the man who was blind, and
said to him, “Give God the glory! We know that this Man
is a sinner.” He answered and said, “Whether He is a
sinner or not I do not know. One thing I know: that
though I was blind, now I see.” Then they said to him
again, “What did He do to you? How did He open your
eyes?” He answered them, “I told you already, and you
did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you
also want to become His disciples?” Then they reviled
him and said, “You are His disciple, but we are Moses’
disciples. We know that God spoke to Moses; as for this
fellow, we do not know where He is from.” The man
answered and said to them, “Why, this is a marvelous
thing, that you do not know where He is from; yet He has
opened my eyes! Now we know that God does not hear
sinners; but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does His
will, He hears him. Since the world began it has been
unheard of that anyone opened the eyes of one who was
born blind. If this Man were not from God, He could do
nothing.” They answered and said to him, “You were
completely born in sins, and are you teaching us?” And
they cast him out. Jesus heard that they had cast him out;
and when He had found him, He said to him, “Do you
believe in the Son of God?” He answered and said, “Who

is He, Lord, that I may believe in Him?” And Jesus said to
him, “You have both seen Him and it is He who is talking
with you.” Then he said, “Lord, I believe!” And he
worshiped Him.

“Leave all human injustices to the
Lord, for God is the Judge, but as to
yourself, be diligent in loving
everybody with a pure heart…”
Righteous John, Wonderworker of Kronstadt

This Weeks Schedule
Holy Trinity Orthodox Church
+++
Christ is Risen! - The Blind Man
Saturday, May 28th
5 PM: Great Vespers, Confessions
Sunday, May 29th
8:40 AM: 3rd & 6th Hours
9 AM: Divine Liturgy
10:30 AM: Litya for Departed Veterans
11:00 AM: Coffee Hour
+++

THIS WEEK
WED @ 11 AM: Private Prayer 11 AM-1:30 PM

Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord
WED @ 6 PM: Vesperal Divine Liturgy
+++

NEXT WEEKEND
Saturday, June 4th
5 PM: Great Vespers, Confessions
Sunday, June 5th
8:40 AM: 3rd & 6th Hours
9 AM: Divine Liturgy
10:30 AM: Parastas for Bernard Golubieski
11 AM: Coffee Hour / Bazaar Meeting
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Announcements
& Upcoming Parish Events
+++

Our next Peirogi Project is scheduled for this week,
June 3rd-4th to begin stocking up for our upcoming
Foodfest/Bazaar. We will not be selling these Pierogi this
weekend. Once again we need ALOT of help for this on
both days to make it possible. Please signup in the
vestibule, indicating the specific times you are available
to work each day. Thank you!

Bazaar/Foodfest Meeting next Sunday, June 5th
during coffee hour, following the Parastas for Bernard
Golubiewski. The meeting will be held at the Pavillion.

Birthdays & Anniversaries
May Birthdays: Joann Salazar (5/3), Jeremy Haugh
(5/18), Paul Meck (5/18), Becky Leonori (5/20), Zach
Harvey (5/24), Jack Willis (5/24), Elaine Benczkowski
(5/26), Eva King (5/30), Martha Tumavitch (5/30)
Anniversaries: Matthew & Aimee Austin (5/15)
This Week’s Birthdays: Eva King (5/30), Martha
Tumavitch (5/30) Anniversaries: N/A

Words of Wisdom
From the Saints & Teachers
+++
On the Man Born Blind
Met. Anthony Bloom
In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost.
At the end of today's reading, words stand that we pass
by very often. The blind man says to Christ, "And who is
the Son of God?" and Christ answers, "You have seen
Him and He is speaking to you".
For us, the first words are so natural; the first event of
our life, the first event of a meeting is that we see a
person, but what was this wonder of this man who had
never seen anything in the world and who, touched by
the life-giving hand of Christ, of a sudden saw! And the
first person he saw was his Lord and his God, Christ, the
Son of Man.
I remember a Romanian writer telling us in his biography
what definitive, what profound impression the face of
the first man he remembers made. He remembers
himself as a child, and over him - the inexpressibly
beautiful face of his father who was a priest, looking at
him, with all human love, with all the tenderness, and all
the depth of a human gaze. And he says that this was a
first vision for him in the icon which a human face can be
when it is lit from inside by love and by understanding,
by depth and by eternity, a vision of God. Here this man
saw God in the features of Him who was God and who
had become the Son of Man.
I would like to attract your attention also to something
different. On another occasion we read the story of a
paralytic healed by Christ; and the Church, singing the
praises of God on that occasion says, "As this man found
no one to show mercy on him, the Son of Mary, God
Himself, stooped down and met his need". Because this
man had not found another man to show mercy, to show
compassion, to show concern, God has come down to
him. Now we live in another time, we live in the time
with God truly having become man in our midst, and
more than this: He has made us to be living members of
His body, an incarnate, concrete presence of His
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Incarnation, the temples of the Spirit, the place of the
Presence. Now any man who is in need should at the
same time find in each of us a man stirred to compassion,
taught mercy and understanding by God become Man,
and at the same time, simultaneously, meeting with us,
he should be able to see the love of God in our eyes and to
perceive the active, imaginative, creative action of divine
charity in our words and in our deeds.
Since Christ has come into the world, the time of man
has come; but not of man as severed from God, separated
from Him, alien to Him, but a wonderful time when in
man, in those who have discovered Christ, who have
believed in Him, who have become one with Him - those
men to whom God has entrusted the care of His world people can both receive divine and human mercy and see
human compassion, human love, human joy.
Is not this a great call, is not that something which
should make us capable of great things? The time of God
and the time of man is one, not only in the incarnate Son
of God, but in this mysterious incarnate presence which
each of us represents, the presence of God in the flesh, in
human compassion, in human love, and this is an earnest
claim and a challenge which the Gospel presents us with.
Are we to one another and to those further afield that
kind of humanity? New humanity, new creatures, new
men with the newness of a renewed life, the life of God.
This is what we are called to be.
Let us then reflect on it, make a decision, make a move
and become an icon, a vision of God, not only in the
shining of love in our eyes, not only in the words we
speak, but also in every action and deed, so that the time
of man should have become the day of the Son of Man,
the day of the Lord. Amen.
CHRIST IS RISEN! HE IS RISEN INDEED!

On the Ascension of Our Lord
Celebrated this Wednseday night, June 1st @ 6 PM.
On this day, in the sixth week of Pascha, we celebrate the
Ascension of our Lord and God and Savior Jesus Christ.
After His Resurrection, Jesus remained on earth for forty
days, appearing to His Disciples in various places. He ate,
drank and conversed with them, verifying and assuring

His Resurrection. On the fortieth day after Pascha, Jesus
appeared to His Disciples in Jerusalem. He gave them His
last commandment, to go forth and preach in His Name
to all the nations. At the same time, He told them not to
depart from Jerusalem, but to wait until they were
clothed with the power from on high by the descent of
the Holy Spirit upon them. Having said this, Jesus led His
Disciples to the Mount of Olives. Then He lifted up His
hands and blessed them. And as He was speaking to them
with words of fatherly blessing, Jesus departed from
them and ascended into Heaven, being received by a
shining cloud, indicating His divine majesty. He
gradually disappeared from the sight of the Disciples as
they gazed at Him. And as they stood thus, two angels in
brilliant white robes appeared to them in the form of
men and said to them: Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye
gazing up into Heaven? This same Jesus, Who is taken
from you into Heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye
have seen Him go into Heaven. In these words is fulfilled
and defined the doctrine concerning the Son of God and
His Word, in the Confession of Faith. After our Lord Jesus
Christ fulfilled all His great dispensation for us, He
ascended in glory into Heaven, and sat on the right hand
of God the Father. His Disciples returned from Jerusalem
from the Mount of Olives, rejoicing in the promise of the
coming of the Holy Spirit. O Christ our God, Who didst
ascend in glory, have mercy on us. Amen.

