The Sunday Messenger
HOLY TRINITY ORTHODOX CHURCH - WILKES BARRE, PA

+ Sun, May 1st, 2022 + Holy Pascha + Thomas Sunday + Christ is Risen! Indeed He is
Risen!

Epistle Reading - Acts 5:12-20
And through the hands of the apostles many signs and
wonders were done among the people. And they were all
with one accord in Solomon’s Porch. Yet none of the rest
dared join them, but the people esteemed them highly.
And believers were increasingly added to the Lord,
multitudes of both men and women, so that they brought
the sick out into the streets and laid them on beds and
couches, that at least the shadow of Peter passing by
might fall on some of them. Also a multitude gathered
from the surrounding cities to Jerusalem, bringing sick
people and those who were tormented by unclean spirits,
and they were all healed. Then the high priest rose up,
and all those who were with him (which is the sect of the
Sadducees), and they were filled with indignation, and
laid their hands on the apostles and put them in the
common prison. But at night an angel of the Lord opened
the prison doors and brought them out, and said, “Go,
stand in the temple and speak to the people all the words
of this life.”

Gospel Reading - John 20:19-31

Hymns for Today’s Service
From the sealed tomb, Thou didst shine forth, O Life!
Through closed doors Thou didst come to Thy Disciples,
O Christ God. Renew in us through them an upright
spirit, by the greatness of Thy mercy, O Resurrection of
all!
Thomas touched Thy life-giving side with an eager hand,
O Christ God, when Thou camest to Thine Apostles
through closed doors. He cried out with all: “Thou art my
Lord and my God!”

Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the
week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were
assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in
the midst, and said to them, “Peace be with you.” When
He had said this, He showed them His hands and His
side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the
Lord. So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As the
Father has sent Me, I also send you.” And when He had
said this, He breathed on them, and said to them,
“Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any,
they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they
are retained.” Now Thomas, called the Twin, one of the
twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. The other
disciples therefore said to him, “We have seen the Lord.”
So he said to them, “Unless I see in His hands the print of
the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails,
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and put my hand into His side, I will not believe.” And
after eight days His disciples were again inside, and
Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors being shut,
and stood in the midst, and said, “Peace to you!” Then
He said to Thomas, “Reach your finger here, and look at
My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into My
side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing.” And Thomas
answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus
said to him, “Thomas, because you have seen Me, you
have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and
yet have believed.” And truly Jesus did many other signs
in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in
this book; but these are written that you may believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you
may have life in His name.

Announcements
& Upcoming Parish Events
+++
Upcoming Fundraisers: We need YOUR help to make
our upcoming fundraisers possible. On the schedule we
have our Election Day Food Sale. Setup and preparation
will be Monday, May 16th / Sale on Tuesday May 17th.
The signup sheet is in the vestibule. ANY amount of time
you can offer is greatly appreciated. NEXT, our first
Peirogi Project is scheduled for May 20-21st. We need
ALOT of help for this on both days to make it possible.
Please signup in the vestibule.

Parish Council Meeting: Sunday May 15th @ 11:30 AM

This Weeks Schedule
Holy Trinity Orthodox Church
+++
BRIGHT SATURDAY, April 30th
Paschal Hours @ 8:40 AM
Paschal Divine Liturgy @ 9 AM
Parish PotLuck / Picnic @ 11:00 AM
Great Vespers @ 2 PM (Note Time Change)

THOMAS SUNDAY, May 1st
Hours @ 8:40 AM
Divine Liturgy @ 9 AM
followed by
Childrens Easter Egg Hunt @ 11 AM
Blessing of the Graves
Holy Resurrection @ 12:30, Fern Knoll @ 2:30

THIS WEEK
WED @ 11 AM: Private Prayer 11 AM-1:30 PM

NEXT WEEKEND - MOTHER’S DAY
SAT, May 7th: Great Vespers @ 5 PM, Confessions
SUN, May 8th: Hours @ 8:40AM, Divine Liturgy @ 9AM,
Coffee Hour, Church School
+++

Bright Saturday
Cookout & Picnic

When: Saturday April 30, following Paschal Divine
Liturgy at 9 AM. Picnic will begin at aprox 11 AM.
Hot grill will be provided. Bring Food! Vespers @ 2 PM.
Where: Holy Trinity Orthodox Church
Who: All are welcome and encouraged to attend and
bring a friend.

“The table is full-laden; feast ye all sumptuously.
The calf is fatted; let no one go away hungry.”
+ St. John Chrysostom
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Birthdays & Anniversaries
May Birthdays: Joann Salazar (5/3), Jeremy Haugh
(5/18), Paul Meck (5/18), Becky Leonori (5/20), Zach
Harvey (5/24), Jack Willis (5/24), Elaine Benczkowski
(5/26), Dolores Karas (5/27), Eva King (5/30), Martha
Tumavitch (5/30) Anniversaries: Matthew & Aimee
Austin (5/15)
This
Week’s
Birthdays:
Anniversaries: N/A

Joann

Salazar

(5/3)

Words of Wisdom
From the Saints & Teachers
+++

On this day, the second Sunday of Pascha, we inaugurate
the celebration of Christ’s Resurrection, and the occasion
whereon the Holy Apostle Thomas touched the Savior’s
side.
If the seals of the Virgin’s womb and of the grave did not
hinder Thee, How could the seals of the doors hinder Thy
might, O Savior?
This day is called New Sunday, Thomas Sunday or
Anti-Pascha. The last term means “in place of Pascha”,
because Thomas did not hear of Christ’s Resurrection
and disbelieved it. We remember his doubt but do not
repeat it. After this Sunday, the Church dedicates Sunday
to the Resurrection.
As the Disciples were gathered together on the Sunday
following the Resurrection, Jesus entered and greeted
them in His usual way, saying, “Peace be unto you.”
Then He showed them His hands, feet and side. Jesus ate
before His Disciples and reassured them of His
Resurrection. However, Thomas was not with them at
that time, and insisted upon seeing the Savior’s scars—
the print of the nails in His hands and feet, and the spear
in His side—before he would believe that Jesus was risen.
The Master told Thomas to see and feel. Then Thomas
immediately cried out, “My Lord and my God!” But Jesus
tells His Disciples, “Blessed are those who have not seen
and yet believe.” This also clearly illustrates the two
Natures of Christ: the human and the divine.
By the intercessions of Thine Apostle Thomas, O Christ
our God, have mercy on us. Amen.

Selected Quotes of the Fathers
on the Resurrection of Christ

Why is it called St. Thomas Sunday / Antipascha?

"Let God's people then recognize that they are a new
creation in Christ, and with all vigilance understand by
Whom they have been adopted and Whom they have
adopted. Let not the things, which have been made new,
return to their ancient instability; and let not him who
has 'put his hand to the plough' forsake his work, but
rather attend to that which he sows than look back to
that which he has left behind. Let no one fall back into
that from which he has risen, but, even though from
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bodily weakness he still languishes under certain
maladies, let him urgently desire to be healed and raised
up. For this is the path of health through imitation of the
Resurrection begun in Christ, whereby, notwithstanding
the many accidents and falls to which in this slippery life
the traveller is liable, his feet may be guided from the
quagmire on to solid ground, for, as it is written, 'the
steps of a man are directed by the Lord,and He will
delight in his way. When the just man falls he shall not be
overthrown, because the Lord will stretch out His hand'."
St. Leo the Great - "On the Lord's Resurrection"
+++
"O Death, where is your sting? O Hell, where is your
victory? Christ is risen, and you are overthrown. Christ is
risen, and the demons are fallen. Christ is risen, and the
angels rejoice. Christ is risen, and life reigns. Christ is
risen, and not one dead remains in the grave. For Christ,
being risen from the dead, is become the first fruits of
those who have fallen asleep."
St. John Chrysostom - Paschal Sermon
+++
"Yesterday I was crucified with Him; today I am glorified
with Him; yesterday I died with Him; today I am
quickened with Him; yesterday I was buried with Him;
today I rise with Him. But let us offer to Him Who
suffered and rose again for us— you will think perhaps
that I am going to say gold, or silver, or woven work or
transparent and costly stones, the mere passing material
of earth, that remains here below - Let us offer
ourselves, the possession most precious to God, and
most fitting; let us give back to the Image what is made
after the Image. Let us recognize our Dignity; let us
honour our Archetype; let us know the power of the
Mystery, and for what Christ died."
St. Gregory the Theologian - Homily on Pascha
+++
"...Now since you are celebrating the holy Pascha, you
should know, brethren, what the Pascha is. Pascha
means the crossing-over, and so the Festival is called by
this name. For it was on this day that the Children of
Israel crossed over out of Egypt, and the Son of God
crossed over from this world to His Father. What gain is it
to celebrate unless you imitate Him Whom you worship;
that is, unless you cross over from Egypt, that is, from

the darkness of evildoing to the light of virtue, from the
love of this world to the love of your heavenly home?"
St. Ambrose of Milan - "The Sunday of the Resurrection"
+++
"...Their poor ointments, with which they meant to
preserve from corruption Him who Himself keeps the
heavens from decay, and with which they desired to
anoint Him from whom the heavens take their fragrance!
O most fragrant Lord, the only fragrance of the human
being and human history; how wondrously didst Thou
reward these devoted and faithful souls who did not
forget Thee dead in Thy tomb! Thou didst make the
Myrrh-Bearing Women the bearers of the tidings of Thy
Resurrection and Thy glory! They did not anoint Thy
dead body, but Thou didst anoint their living souls with
the oil of gladness. The mourners of the dead became the
swallows of a new spring."
St. Nikolai Velimirovic - "Homily on the Sunday of the
Myrrh-Bearing Women"
+++
"By His Resurrection, Christ conquered sin and death,
destroyed Satan's dark kingdom, freed the enslaved
human race and broke the seal on the greatest mysteries
of God and man."
St. Nikolai Velimirovic
+++
"What is the Pascha?
It obtains its name from its characteristic:
from suffer (pathein) comes suffering (paschein).
Learn therefore who is the Suffering One,
and who shares the suffering of the Suffering One,
and why the Lord is present on the earth
to clothe Himself with the Suffering One
and carry Him off to the heights of heaven.
It is He that delivered us from slavery to liberty,
from darkness to light,
from death to life,
from tyranny to eternal royalty;
and made us a new priesthood
and an eternal people personal to Him.
He is the Pascha of our salvation."
St. Melito of Sardis - "On Pascha"

