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34th Sunday after Pentecost +  Sun, February 5th, 2023  + The Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee

Hymns for Today

When the stone had been sealed by the Jews, while the
soldiers were guarding Thy most pure body, Thou didst
rise on the third day, O Savior, granting life to the world.
The powers of heaven therefore cried to Thee, O Giver of
Life: “Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ! Glory to Thy
Kingdom! Glory to Thy dispensation, O Thou Who lovest
mankind!”

Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, Full of Grace! From thee
shone the Sun of Righteousness, Christ our God,
enlightening those who sat in darkness. Rejoice and be
glad, O righteous Elder, thou didst accept in thine arms
the Redeemer of our souls, Who grants us the
Resurrection!

Let us flee from the pride of the Pharisee! Let us learn
humility from the Publican's tears! Let us cry to our
Savior: “Have mercy on us, O only merciful One!”

By Thy Nativity Thou didst sanctify the Virgin’s womb
and didst bless Simeon’s hands, O Christ God. Now Thou
hast come and saved us through love. Grant peace to all
Orthodox Christians, O only Lover of Man!

Epistle Reading - 2 Timothy 3:10-15

But you have carefully followed my doctrine, manner of
life, purpose, faith, longsu�ering, love, perseverance,
persecutions, a�ictions, which happened to me at
Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra – what persecutions I
endured. And out of them all the Lord delivered me. Yes,
and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will su�er
persecution. But evil men and impostors will grow worse
and worse, deceiving and being deceived. But you must
continue in the things which you have learned and been
assured of, knowing from whom you have learned them,
and that from childhood you have known the Holy
Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation
through faith which is in Christ Jesus.

Gospel Reading - Luke 18:10-14

“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee
and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood and
prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank You that I am not
like other men – extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even
as this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all
that I possess.’ And the tax collector, standing afar o�,
would not so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat
his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’ I tell
you, this man went down to his house justified rather
than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be
humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”

DEAR GUESTS AND FRIENDS: A most sincere and heartfelt welcome to you from our community. According to the ancient
traditions of the Orthodox Church, the Sacrament of Holy Communion is to be administered only to Orthodox Christians who have

prepared to receive the Holy Sacrament through prayer and fasting. If you have questions please let us know!

Web: www.wbholytrinity.org • Phone:  570-825-6540 • Priest: Fr. Innocent Neal



This Week’s Schedule
Holy Trinity Orthodox Church

+++
THIS WEEKEND

Saturday, February 4th
5 PM: Great Vespers, Confession

Sunday, February 5th
8:40 AM: 3rd & 6th Hours, 9 AM: Divine Liturgy followed

by swearing in of the Parish Council, Co�ee Hour,
Church School, NO Orthodoxy 101 Today,

Parish Council Meeting
+++

THIS WEEK
FAST-FREE WEEK

Wed, 11 AM-1:30 PM: Private Prayer in Church
Wed, 6:30 PM: Akathist to the Mother of God

Super Bowl Piggie Sale: Feb 9,10,11 (See below)
+++

NEXT WEEKEND
Saturday, February 11th

5 PM: Great Vespers, Confession
Sunday, February 12th

8:40 AM: 3rd & 6th Hours, 9 AM: Divine Liturgy,
Annual Youth Pancake Breakfast ($10),

Orthodoxy 101 (after breakfast)
+++

Parish Calendar

Feb 5th - Swear in 2023 Parish Council / Council Meeting
Feb 10th - Orth. Youth of NEPA @ St. Michael’s Old Forge
Feb 12th - Annual Youth Pancake Breakfast ($10)
Feb 18th - Family / Board Game Day (1 PM-5 PM)
Feb 19th - Meatfare Potluck / Member Appreciation
Feb 26th - Forgiveness Sunday / Beginning of Great Lent

Announcements
& Upcoming Parish Events

+++

ORTHODOXY 101: A (mostly) weekly class for visitors,
inquirers, catechumens, or anyone wanting to refresh on
the basics of the Orthodox faith. Sundays following
Divine Liturgy.

ST. TIKHON’S SUMMER CAMP JULY 2-8, 2023: Ages
7-17. Camp is almost full so register now. Visit
sttikhonscamp.org for more information. Volunteers are
also needed. Learn more at their website!

+++ FEBRUARY FAMILY DAY +++
Board Games, Snacks, Fun

Saturday, February 18, 1 PM-5 PM
Beginning this month HTOC will reboot its Family /
Board Game Event. Join us monthly (usually the 3rd

Saturday) for games, snacks, fellowship and fun followed
by Great Vespers at 5 PM. Signup to bring a snack!

EVERYONE is Welcome
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SUPER BOWL PIGGY SALE: Volunteers Needed. We'll do
food prep on Feb 9-10 (Thursday & Friday) 9AM to 2PM
each day. Feb 11 - Saturday will be the day we cook
(beginning at 7AM), package (beginning at noon) and
sell/ready for pickup between 1PM & 4PM. Signup Sheet
in the Vestibule. To Pre-order Piggies Monday to
Thursday 9AM to 4PM call Deborah Mills at 570
822-5975.

2023 HOME BLESSINGS CONTINUE: If you would like to
have your home blessed there is still plenty of time.
Contact Fr. Innocent to schedule an appointment.

Birthdays & Anniversaries

February Birthdays: Mary Gurka (2/1), Cassandra
Maha�ey (2/2), Subdeacon Thomas Donlick (⅖),
Sebastian Neal (2/6), Paul Tumavitch (2/9), Mitchell
Rivera (2/14), David Mills (2/19), Jeremiah Haugh (2/21),
Sandy Serafin (2/23), Alexanne Conklin (2/24), Andrew
Rivera (2/28) Anniversaries: N/A

This Week’s Birthdays: Subdeacon Thomas Donlick (⅖),
Sebastian Neal (2/6), Paul Tumavitch (2/9)

Words of Wisdom
From the Saints & Teachers

+++
The Publican and The Pharisee

An excerpt from The Orthodox Faith on oca.org

In the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.
How short, and how well known today's parable, and yet,
how intense its message, how challenging...

Intense it is in its very words: two men come into the
church of God, into a sacred realm which in a world that
is lost to Him, belongs to Him unreservedly: into His
Divine Realm. And one of the men walks boldly into it,
takes a stand before God; the other one comes, and
doesn't even dare cross the threshold: he is a sinner, and
the Realm is holy, like the space around the Burning Bush
in the desert which Moses could not enter without having
unshod his feet, otherwise than in adoration and the fear
of God.

And how di�erent the words spoken! Apparently the
Pharisee praises God, he gives Him glory - but for what?
Because He has made a man like him, a man so holy, so
worthy of Him, of God; a man who not only keeps all the
commandments of the Law, but goes beyond of what God
Himself has commanded, and can expect of man. Indeed,
he stands before God praising Him, that he, the Pharisee,
is so wonderful that he is God's own glory, the shining,
the revelation of God’s holiness...

The Publican does not dare enter into the holy Realm of
God.

And the parable is clear: the man who came and stood
brokenhearted, ashamed of himself, knowing that he is
unworthy of entering this sacred space goes back home
forgiven, loved, indeed: accompanied by God Himself
Who came into the world to save sinners and Who stands
by everyone who needs Him, who recognizes his need, or
not, unto salvation.

The Pharisee goes home, but he goes home less forgiven;
his relationship with God is not the same; he is at the
center, God is peripheric to him; he is at the heart of
things, God is subservient to him. It does not mean that
what he did was worthless; it simply means that as far as
he is concerned, it has born no fruit of holiness in
himself. The deeds were good, but they were spoiled,
poisoned by pride, by self-assertion; the beauty of what
he did was totally marred because it was addressed
neither to God nor to his neighbour; it was turned in on
himself. And we are told that this pride has despoiled this
man, has taken away from him the fruits of his good
works, the fruit of his outward faithfulness to the law of
God, that only humility could have given him and his
action full meaning, that only humility could have made
his actions into life, into the waters of life gushing into
eternity.

But then, the question stands before us: how can we
learn anything about humility if that is the absolute
condition to be not like the barren fig tree, but fruitful, to
be rich harvest and from whom people can be fed.

I do not know that we can move from pride, vanity into
humility in a single unless something so tragic happens
to us that we see ourselves, we discover ourselves
completely bereft of everything that supported our
sinful, destructive, barren condition. But there is one
thing which we can do: however much we think that we

PARISH PRAYER LIST Living: Cynthia Dulsky, Theodore Sovryda, Nadine Breisch, Holoviak Family, Evelyn Kosmiski, Mat. Elizabeth, Jeri
Basarab, Fr. Theodore Orzolek, Mary Ann Lepa, Mat. Delores Donlick, Vladimir & Marie Dutko, Alan, Cathy & Paul, Archpriest Vladimir,
Tom & Joan Austin, Paul Berdy, Patricia, Subdeacon Nicholas, Deacon Vasilios, Shane Fitzgerald, Lilly, Charles, Elizabeth, George Krill,
John C Metz Departed: Eleanor Sovyrda, Florence Howie



are possessed of gifts of all sorts of heart and mind, of
body and soul, however fruitful our action may be, we
can remember the words of Saint Paul: O, man! What
have you got which was not given you?!.. And indeed, he
echoes at this point what Christ said in the first
Beatitude, the Beatitude that opens the door to all other
Beatitudes, the Beatitude which is the beginning of
understanding: Blessed are the poor in spirit... Blessed
are those who know, not only with their intellect - but at
least with their intellect! - that they are nothing, and
they possess nothing which is not a gift of God.

We were called into being out of naught, without our
participation: our very existence is a gift! We were given
life which we could not create, call out of ourselves. We
have been given the knowledge of the existence of God,
and indeed, a deeper, more intimate knowledge of God -
all that is gift! And then, all that we are is a gift of God:
our body, our heart, our mind, our soul - what power
have we got over them when God does no longer sustain
then? The greatest intelligence can of a sudden be
swallowed into darkness by a stroke; there are moments
when we are confronted with a need that requires all our
sympathy, all our love - and we discover that our hearts
are of stone and of ice... We want to do good - and we
cannot; and Saint Paul knew it already when he said: The
good which I love, I don't do, and the wrong which I hate
I do continuously... And our body depends on so many
things!

And what of our relationships, of the friendship which is
given us, the love which sustains us, the comradeship -
everything that we are and which we possess is a gift:
what is the next move: isn't it gratitude? Can’t we turn to
God not as a pharisee, priding ourselves of what we are
and forgetting that all that is his, but turning to God and
saying: O, God! All that is a gift from You! all that beauty,
intelligence, a sensitive heart, all the circumstances of
life are a gift! Indeed, all those circumstances, even those
which frighten us are a gift because God says to us: I trust
you enough to send you into the darkness to bring light! I
send you into corruption to be the salt that stops
corruption! I send you where there is no hope to bring
hope, where there is no joy to bring joy, no love to bring
love... and one could go on, on, on, seeing that when we
are send into the darkness it is to be God's presence and
God's life, and that means that He trusts us - He trusts
us, He believes in us, He hopes for us everything: isn't
that enough to be grateful?

But gratitude is not just a cold word of thanks; gratitude
means that we wish to make Him see that all that was not
given in vain, that He did not become man, lived, died in
vain; gratitude means a life that could give joy to God:
this is a challenge of this particular parable...

Yes, the ideal would be for us to be humble - but what is
humility? Who of us knows, and if someone knows, who
can communicate it to everyone who doesn’t know? But
gratitude we all know; we know small ways, and small
aspects of it! Let us reflect on it, and, let us in an act of
gratitude recognise that we have no right to be in God’s
own realm - and He lets us in! We have no right to
commune to Him either in prayer, or in sacrament - and
He calls us to commune with Him! We have no right to be
His children, to be brothers and sisters of Christ, to be
the dwelling place of the Spirit - and He grants it all in an
act of love!

But gratitude is not just a cold word of thanks; gratitude
means that we wish to make Him see that all was not
given in vain, that He did not become man, lived, died in
vain; gratitude means a life that could give joy to God:
this is a challenge of this particular parable...

Let each of us reflect and ask himself: in what way can he
or she be so grateful in such a way that God could rejoice
that He has not given in vain, been in vain, lived and died
in vain, that we have received the message. And if we
grow in true depth of gratitude, at the depth of gratitude
we will knock down, adore the Lord, and learn what
humility is - not abasement, but adoration, the
awareness that He is all we possess, all that we are, and
that we are open to Him like the earth, the rich earth is
open to the plough, to the sowing, to the seed, to the
sunshine, to the rain, to everything in order to bring
fruit.  Amen!

The Treasury
“... but lay up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust
destroys and where thieves do not
break in and steal.” + Jesus Christ

+++


