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+ The 35th Sunday after Pentecost + February 4th, 2024 + Afterfeast of the Meeting of the Lord in the Temple

Hymns for Today

When Thou didst descend to death, O Life immortal,
Thou didst slay hell with the splendor of Thy Godhead.
And when from the depths Thou didst raise the dead, all
the powers of heaven cried out: “O Giver of life, Christ
our God, glory to Thee!”

Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, Full of Grace! From thee
shone the Sun of Righteousness, Christ our God,
enlightening those who sat in darkness. Rejoice and be
glad, O righteous Elder, thou didst accept in thine arms
the Redeemer of our souls, Who grants us the
Resurrection!

The image of God was truly preserved in thee, O Father,
for thou didst take up the Cross and follow Christ. By so
doing, thou taughtest us to disregard the flesh for it
passes away; but to care instead for the soul, for it is
immortal. Therefore thy spirit, venerable Isidore,
rejoices with the angels.

Hell became afraid, O almighty Savior, seeing the miracle
of Thy Resurrection from the tomb! The dead arose!
Creation, with Adam, beheld this and rejoiced with Thee,
and the world, my Savior, praises Thee forever.

Finding thee to be another morning star, O glorious one,
the Church is illumined by the brilliance of thy words.
She cries out to thee: “Rejoice, all-blessed and
divinely-wise Isidore!”

By Thy Nativity Thou didst sanctify the Virgin’s womb
and didst bless Simeon’s hands, O Christ God. Now Thou
hast come and saved us through love. Grant peace to all
Orthodox Christians, O only Lover of Man!

Epistle Reading - Colossians 3:12-16

Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on
tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness,
longsu�ering; bearing with one another, and forgiving
one another, if anyone has a complaint against another;
even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. But
above all these things put on love, which is the bond of
perfection. And let the peace of God rule in your hearts,
to which also you were called in one body; and be
thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all
wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with
grace in your hearts to the Lord.

Gospel Reading -Matthew 25:14-30

For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far
country, who called his own servants and delivered his
goods to them. And to one he gave five talents, to another
two, and to another one, to each according to his own
ability; and immediately he went on a journey. Then he
who had received the five talents went and traded with
them, and made another five talents. And likewise he
who had received two gained two more also. But he who

DEAR GUESTS AND FRIENDS: Amost sincere and heartfelt welcome to you from our community. According to the ancient
traditions of the Orthodox Church, the Sacrament of Holy Communion is to be administered only to Orthodox Christians who have

prepared to receive the Holy Sacrament through prayer and fasting. If you have questions please let us know!

Web:www.wbholytrinity.org • Phone: 570-825-6540 • Priest: Fr. Innocent Neal



had received one went and dug in the ground, and hid his
lord’s money. After a long time the lord of those servants
came and settled accounts with them. So he who had
received five talents came and brought five other talents,
saying, ‘Lord, you delivered to me five talents; look, I
have gained five more talents besides them.’ His lord said
to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you were
faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over
many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’ He also who
had received two talents came and said, ‘Lord, you
delivered to me two talents; look, I have gained twomore
talents besides them.’ His lord said to him, ‘Well done,
good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a
few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter
into the joy of your lord.’ Then he who had received the
one talent came and said, ‘Lord, I knew you to be a hard
man, reaping where you have not sown, and gathering
where you have not scattered seed. And I was afraid, and
went and hid your talent in the ground. Look, there you
have what is yours.’ But his lord answered and said to
him, ‘You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that I reap
where I have not sown, and gather where I have not
scattered seed. So you ought to have deposited mymoney
with the bankers, and at my coming I would have
received back my own with interest. Therefore take the
talent from him, and give it to him who has ten talents.
For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will
have abundance; but from him who does not have, even
what he has will be taken away. And cast the unprofitable
servant into the outer darkness. There will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth.’

This Week’s Schedule
Holy Trinity Orthodox Church

THISWEEKEND
Saturday, February 3rd

5 PM: 9th Hour (4:50), Great Vespers, Confession
Sunday, February 4th

8:40 AM: 3rd & 6th Hours
9 AM: Divine Liturgy, Co�ee Hour, Church School

Please welcome Fr. Damian Kulp and family serving
for Fr. Innocent today. Fr. Innocent is at St. John’s in

Edwardsville for their Annual Meeting.

THISWEEK
WED 11 AM - 1:30 PM: Private Prayer in Church
6:30 PM: Akathist: “To Our Lord Jesus Christ”

THURS 11 AM: Bible Study
Pierogi Project: FRI: 2 PM-6 PM, SAT: 9 AM-3 PM

+++
NEXTWEEKEND

Saturday, February 10th
9 AM: Friends of the Poor

5 PM: 9th Hour (4:50), Great Vespers, Confession
Sunday, February 11th

8:40 AM: 3rd & 6th Hours
9 AM: Divine Liturgy, Co�ee Hour, Church School,

Parish Council Meeting@ 11:30 AM

Announcements
& Upcoming Parish Events

+++

Parish Council is the second Sunday of eachmonth. Our
next meeting is SUN, Feb 11th.

Friends of the Poor is the second Saturday of each
month. The next gathering will be SAT, Feb 10th.

Parish Potlucks are usually the last Sunday of each
month. Our next potluck is SUN, Feb 25th.

Welcome Holy Resurrection Cathedral: We are
blessed to have the faithful of Holy Resurrection
Cathedral with us while Fr. Gregory is recovering. Please
make yourself completely at home and join us for co�ee
hour! There will be a basket at the candlestand marked
Holy Resurrection for your tithes and donations. May
our Lord continue to strengthen Fr. Gregory for a speedy
and complete recovery!

Pierogi Project February 9th & 10th (Fri-Sat)
Work Schedule: Fri. 2pm to 6pm, Sat. 9am to 3pm.
Volunteer sign up sheet and perogie order sheet are in
the vestibule . Volunteers are needed to make the project
a success. Perogies $ 13.00 a doz. LIMIT. 5 doz. Pre-Order
Call: 570-822-5975 from Feb. 5th - 8th Between 10am
and 3pm. Pick up date: Feb. 10 ( Sat.) (1pm to 3pm).
Please sign up in the vestibule.
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2024 HOME BLESSINGS

If you would like to have your house blessed there is still
plenty of time! See Fr. Innocent to make an appointment.
Fr. Innocent and the family look forward to this joyful
time with each one of you! You can prepare for our visit
by having an icon, candle, bowl for holy water, and list
for living & departed.

Birthdays & Anniversaries
February Birthdays: Mary Gurka (2/1), Cassandra
Maha�ey (2/2), Amelia Stankiewicz (2/3), Subdeacon
Thomas Donlick (2/5), Sebastian Neal (2/6), Emma
Sofrenovic (2/7), Paul Tumavitch (2/9), Mitchell Rivera
(2/14), David Mills (2/19), Jeremiah Haugh (2/21), Sandy
Serafin (2/23), Alexanne Conklin (2/24), Andrew Rivera
(2/28) Anniversaries: Brian & Kristi Benczkowski

This Week’s Birthdays & Anniversaries: Subdeacon
Thomas Donlick (2/5), Sebastian Neal (2/6), Emma
Sofrenovic (2/7), Paul Tumavitch (2/9), Mitchell Rivera

Words ofWisdom
From the Saints & Teachers

+++

TheMeeting of Our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ in the Temple

The Meeting of our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ is
described in the third Gospel (Luke 2:22-40). Forty days
after His birth the Divine Child was brought to the
Temple at Jerusalem to be presented to the Lord.
According to the Law of Moses (Lev. 12:2-8), a woman
who gave birth to a male child was forbidden to enter the
Temple for forty days. At the end of the time of her
purification, the mother went to the Temple with the
child, to o�er a young lamb, two turtledoves, or pigeons
to the Lord as a sacrifice. The Most Holy Virgin had no
need of purification, since she had given birth to the
Source of purity and sanctity. Out of humility, however,
she fulfilled the requirements of the Law.

At this time the righteous Elder Simeon (February 3) was
living in Jerusalem. It had been revealed to him that he
would not die until he beheld the promised Messiah. By
divine inspiration, Saint Simeon went to the Temple at
the very moment when the Most Holy Theotokos and
Saint Joseph had brought the Child Jesus to fulfill the
Law.

Saint Simeon received the divine Child in his arms,1 and
giving thanks to God, he spoke the words repeated by the
Church each evening at Vespers: “Lord, now lettest Thou
Thy servant depart in peace, according to Thy word, for
mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast
prepared before the face of all people, a light to enlighten
the Gentiles, and the glory of Thy people Israel” (Luke
2:29-32). Saint Simeon said to the Most Holy Virgin:
“Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising again of
many in Israel, and for a sign which shall be spoken
against. Yea, a sword shall pierce through your own soul
also, that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed”
(Luke 2:34-35).

At the Temple was an 84-year-old widow, Saint Anna
the Prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel (February 3),
“who did not leave the temple, but served God with
fasting and prayers night and day." She arrived just when
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Saint Simeon met the Divine Child. She also gave thanks
to the Lord and spoke of Him to all those who were
looking for redemption of Jerusalem” (Luke 2:38). In the
icon of the Feast she holds a scroll which reads: “This
Child has established Heaven and earth.”

Before Christ was born, the righteous men and women
lived by faith in the promised Messiah, and awaited His
coming. The Righteous Simeon and the Prophetess Anna,
the last righteous persons of the Old Testament, were
deemed worthy to meet Him in the Temple.

The Feast of the Meeting of the Lord is among the most
ancient feasts of the Christian Church. We have sermons
by the holy bishops Methodios of Patara (+ 312), Cyril of
Jerusalem (+ 360), Gregory the Theologian (+ 389),
Amphilokhios of Iconium (+ 394), Gregory of Nyssa (+
400), and John Chrysostom (+ 407). Despite its early
origin, this Feast was not celebrated so splendidly until
the VI century.

In 528, during the reign of Justinian, an earthquake killed
many people in Antioch. Other misfortunes followed this
one. In 541 a terrible plague broke out in Constantinople,
carrying o� several thousand people each day. During
this time of widespread su�ering, a solemn prayer
service (Litia) for deliverence from evils was celebrated
on the Feast of the Meeting of the Lord, and the plague
ceased. Giving thanks to God, the Church established a
more solemn celebration of this Feast.

Church hymnographers have adorned this Feast with
their hymns: Saint Andrew of Crete in the VII century;
Saint Cosmas Bishop of Maium, Saint John of Damascus,
and Saint Germanus Patriarch of Constantinople in the
VIII century; and Saint Joseph, Archbishop of
Thessaloniki in the IX century.

Today we also commemorate the Icon of the Most Holy
Theotokos known as “the Softening of Evil Hearts” or
“Simeon’s Prophecy.” The Mother of God is depicted
without her Child, and seven swords piercing her breast:
three from the left side, three from the right, and one
from below.

A similar Icon, “Of the Seven Swords” (August 13) shows
three swords on the left side and four from the right. The
"Softening of Evil Hearts” Is also commemorated on
August 13.

The Treasury
“... but lay up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust
destroys and where thieves do not
break in and steal. + Jesus Christ

PROPORTIONAL GIVING
Assessing our personal giving for the coming new year.

Proportional giving is the practice of returning to the
Lord a portion of the financial treasure He has blessed us
with in this life. We o�er our gifts in gratitude for His.
This principle is found in both the Old and New
Testament scriptures. Because it is proportional, what is
returned to Him is di�erent for each family and
household. The giving chart below o�ers a starting point
for giving based on a range of weekly incomes along with
a range of giving levels beginning at 10%, the ideal for a
Christian tithe if one is capable, down to 2%. Our goal as
we journey through life is to o�er increasingly more of
what God has given us back to Him, just as we give more
of our heart. Where your treasure is, there will your heart be
also (Matt 6:21). This, of course, is done freely and out of
love for God and His Church, not in response to an
outward rule (Freely you have received, freely give - Matt
10:8). May this chart be helpful for you in prayerfully
determining your level of giving this coming new year,
challenging yourself to return to God the good portion of
His financial blessings.

Weekly
Income

10% 5% 4% 2%

$200 $20 $10 $8 $4

$500 $50 $25 $20 $10

$750 $75 $37 $30 $15

$1000 $100 $50 $40 $20

$1500 $150 $75 $60 $30

$2000 $200 $100 $80 $40


