The Sunday Messenger
HOLY TRINITY ORTHODOX CHURCH - WILKES BARRE, PA

Sunday, December 12th, 2021 - 25th Sunday after Holy Pentecost, Sunday of the Forefathers
unbearable flames you called on God, crying: “Hasten, O
compassionate One! Speedily come to our aid, for Thou
art merciful and able to do as Thou dost will!”

Epistle Reading - Colossians 3:4-11
When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will
appear with Him in glory. Therefore put to death your
members which are on the earth: fornication,
uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness,
which is idolatry. Because of these things the wrath of
God is coming upon the sons of disobedience, in which
you yourselves once walked when you lived in them. But
now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath,
malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth.
Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old
man with his deeds, and have put on the new man who is
renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him
who created him, where there is neither Greek nor Jew,
circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian,
slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all.

Gospel Reading - Luke 14:16-24
Hymns for Today
Thou didst descend from on high, O Merciful One! Thou
didst accept the three day burial to free us from our
sufferings! O Lord, our Life and Resurrection, glory to
Thee!
Through faith Thou didst justify the Forefathers,
betrothing through them the Church of the gentiles.
These saints exult in glory, for from their seed came
forth a glorious fruit: she who bore Thee without seed. So
by their prayers, O Christ God, have mercy on us!
You did not worship the graven image, O thrice-blessed
ones, but armed with the immaterial Essence of God, you
were glorified in a trial by fire. From the midst of

Then He said to him, “A certain man gave a great supper
and invited many, and sent his servant at supper time to
say to those who were invited, ‘Come, for all things are
now ready.’ But they all with one accord began to make
excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a piece of
ground, and I must go and see it. I ask you to have me
excused.’ And another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of
oxen, and I am going to test them. I ask you to have me
excused.’ Still another said, ‘I have married a wife, and
therefore I cannot come.’ So that servant came and
reported these things to his master. Then the master of
the house, being angry, said to his servant, ‘Go out
quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in
here the poor and the maimed and the lame and the
blind.’ And the servant said, ‘Master, it is done as you
commanded, and still there is room.’ Then the master

DEAR GUESTS AND FRIENDS: A most sincere and heartfelt welcome to you from our community. According to the ancient
traditions of the Orthodox Church, the Sacrament of Holy Communion is to be administered only to Orthodox Christians who have
prepared to receive the Holy Sacrament through prayer and fasting. If you have questions please let us know!

Web: www.wbholytrinity.org • Phone: 570-825-6540 • Priest: Fr. Innocent Neal
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said to the servant, ‘Go out into the highways and
hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may
be filled. ’For I say to you that none of those men who
were invited shall taste my supper.’”

TODAY: Dec. Parish Council Meeting - Sun,
December 12th

ENDS THIS WEEKEND - BRING A SOCCER BALL
COLLECTION: Help in a local collection to give soccer

This Week’s Schedule
THIS WEEKEND
SAT, Dec 11th: Great Vespers @ 5 PM, Confessions
SUN, Dec 12th: Hours @ 8:40 AM, Divine Liturgy @ 9
AM, Coffee Hour, Yolka Practice, Parish Council Meeting
@ 11:30 AM

THIS WEEK
Nativity Fast Continues
WED, Dec 15: Funeral for Mat. Anna
Pawlush @ 10:30 AM w/ Viewing @ 9:30 AM
WED, Dec 15th: Private Prayer 11:30 AM-1:30 PM
WED, Dec 15th: Daily Vespers @ 6 PM, Study @ 6:30 PM
+++

NEXT WEEKEND
SAT, Dec 18th: Baptism of Anya Nealon @ 11 AM
SAT, Dec 18th: Great Vespers @ 5 PM, Confessions
SUN, Dec 19th: Hours @ 8:40 AM, Divine Liturgy @ 9
AM, Coffee Hour & Annual Yolka
CONFESSIONS: Remember to come to confession during
the Nativity Fast in preparation for the Great Feast of
Nativity. Confession is available before and after all
services leading to the feast.

Upcoming Parish Events
& Announcements
DEC 15, THIS WEEK FINAL STUDY: Vespers &
Study Continues - Our Wednesday Night Vespers and
Study from 6:00PM-7:30PM will continue this week. The
evening will begin with a Daily Vespers that will last
about 25 minutes followed by a 1-hour study on the topic
of Freedom & Sin. What kind of freedom does our faith
offer us vs. the freedom of the world? This question is
foundational to our understanding of both the purpose of
the church and our purpose as humans. Come and
explore with us!

balls to refugee children recently brought to the US
through the war in Afghanistan. A soccer ball from each
family in the Parish would make a big difference. The
deadline is December 12th. See Paula Holoviak if you have
any questions.

NATIVITY POINSETTIA DONATIONS - $15: As
customary, our Nativity Poinsettia Donations will
purchase flowers to adorn the Church for the Feast of the
Nativity. Your donations may be made in remembrance
of, or for the health of, your family and loved ones. The
names you provide at the time of your donation will
appear in the Church Bulletin for the Feast of the
Nativity. Please see the signup sheet in the vestibule and
give your donation to Mary Ann Kudey. Many thanks and
may God Bless You for your donation!

CHANGE COVERS IN THE CHURCH - Sunday,
December 19th after our Annual Yolka we will be
changing the covers in the church. Anyone who would
like to help is welcome!

ORTHODOX VOLUNTEER CORP FOR YOUNG
ADULTS: OVC invests a year in Orthodox young adults to
prepare them for a lifetime of service within and beyond
the parish through service, formation, community, and
Church. Take a year to grow in your faith, service to the
community, and leadership. Serve with Orthodox
Volunteer Corps. Curious? Are you a young adult? Don’t
miss the upcoming Info Session for prospective
applicants to OVC! See Fr. Innocent for the link to sign up
for the OCV Info Session.

Birthdays & Anniversaries
December Birthdays: David Clark (12/1), Helen Gudaitus
(12/5), Stephen Dutko (12/8), Nina Grymko (12/10),
Andrew Kondratick (12/11), Lydia Dutko (12/12), Andrew
Conklin (12/13), Joan Austin (12/18), Christa Talpash
(12/19), Dcn Lawrence Worlinsky (12/19), Patrick Tutella
(12/19) Jeri Basarab (12/21), Mary Ann Kudey (12/21)

Holy Trinity Orthodox Church Weekly Bulletin - December 12th, 2021

Dolores Rilko (12/21), Kellie Ann DiBattista (12/27),
Anessa Cardoni (12/28), Daniel Bisset Jr. (12/31)
This Week’s Birthdays: Lydia Dutko (12/12), Andrew
Conklin (12/13), Joan Austin (12/18)

The Bridal Feast
By Met. Anthony Bloom

PARISH PRAYER LIST Living: Cynthia Dulsky, Theodore
& Elenor Sovryda, Nadine Breisch, Sonja & Leanne Kay,
Josie Bissett, Lisa & Scott Harvey, Daniel & Shannon
Bissett, Delores Karas, Archpriest Daniel & Matushka
Myra Kovalak, Violet Filipi, Catherine, Danny Gobish,
Lorraine Pace, Camden Thomas, Peter Holoviak &
Family, Rose Marie, George Scott, Evelyn Kosmiski, Joe
Sloan, Betty Serafin, Matushka Elizabeth, Karen Maier,
John Metz, Tim, Jeri Basarab, Fr. Theodore Orzolek,
Bernie Elko, Delores Voda, Mary Ann Lepa, Melanie
Bishop, Eric, Lynn Bankos, Mat. Delores Donlick,
Archpriest Michael Lepa, Archpriest Vladimir Fetchko
Departed: Mat. Anna Pawlush, Antonette Terry, Rosalie
Bagenski, Helen Gudaitis

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS SERVICE SCHEDULE

+++
Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ
FRI, Dec 24: 6:30 PM Compline & Matins w/ Litya
SAT, Dec 25: 8:40 AM Hours, 9 AM Divine Liturgy
+++
Synaxis of the Most Holy Mother of God
SUN, Dec 26: 8:40 AM Hours, 9 AM Divine Liturgy
+++
St. Basil the Great / Circumcision of Our Lord
FRI, Dec 31: 4 PM Vesperal Divine Liturgy
+++
Theophany of Our Lord Jesus Christ
WED, Jan 5: 6:30 PM Great Vespers w/ Litya
THURS, Jan 6: 8:40 AM Hours, 9 AM Divine Liturgy
+++

In the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost.
How often have we heard today’s a parable about those
people who were called to the Bridal Feast of the King,
and who refused to come. The one who had acquired a
plot of land; he thought he was in possession of it; in
reality, he was so attached to it that he could not detach
himself from it: he was a prisoner of what he thought he
possessed. And so it is with whatever we imagine we
possess; it is enough for us to have the smallest thing in
our hand - and this hand is alienated to us; we cannot
use it anymore, we cannot use our arm, our whole body is
conditioned by what we possess, or imagine we possess:
we are held a prisoner by it.
Others refused to come because they had bought five
pairs of oxen: they had to try them, they had a task to
fulfil, they had work to do, they had perhaps what they
believed to be a mission in life, and therefore they had no
time for anything except that that was their personal
concern.
And the last refused to come because his heart was full of
his own joy; having married, how could he be concerned
with anyone else’s marriage? He was full of his own joy how could he participate in anyone else's joy?
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And so, they all turned away from the call.
Doesn't it apply very directly to us? Each of us possesses
something that he deems so important that he is
prepared to turn away from God - yes, from God: there is
no time for prayer, there is no time for worship. At the
same time we turn away from other people who need us
because we are busy with our own business?
And how often happens that we are full of joy or of
sorrow - but they are our own, we hug them to our heart,
we have no time for anyone else's sorrow or anyone
else’s joy.
But then, what should we do? You hear every Sunday in
the Liturgy words that say, ‘Let us lay aside all the cares
of this life’; does it mean that we must turn away from
the earth on which we live, from the tasks which are
ours, from the joys and true sorrows that come our way?
No!
But there is an answer to it perhaps in the lines that
precede the reading from the Epistle which we heard
today, where we are told: Are you risen with Christ? Are
you where He is? Is your life hid in God with Christ? What
does it really mean to us? It means that if we are dead
with the death of Christ to everything which is
destructive of love, destructive of compassion, which is
self-centredness, which is self-love, which leaves no
space for anyone but ourselves - if we are dead to all this,
and if we have accepted life on Christ's terms, ready to
live for others, live for God, live for the joy and life of
those who surround us - then we are risen with Christ,
and our life is indeed hid with Christ in God, it is at the
very depth of God, at the very depth of divine love! And
then we can turn to the earth; then, instead of possessing
we can serve, instead of overpowering we can try to bring
this earth of ours, in an act of love, in an act of reverence
to be free, to be God's earth, to be able to bring fruit, not
as it does being raped, being violently possessed by us,
but giving us its fruit in an act of responsive love. And the
same applies to our tasks; we are called to serve, we are
called to make of all our life an act of concern, of love, of
service - then, all that we do becomes an act of God, then
it becomes meaningful and it does not separate us from
God.
And if joy has come into our heart, it is a gift of God; if
sorrow has come into our heart, we can carry it to God,
for it to be integrated in the mystery of salvation!

Let us reflect on this! Let us truly lay aside all the cares of
this life in the sense that let us not be prisoners, but free:
Christ has come to set us free. And then the earth, and
our labour, and our joys, and our sorrows and everyone
on earth will become part of the Kingdom of God. Then
indeed, our life will be hid with Christ in God, but a God
Who have chosen so to love the world as to be incarnate,
to become man among men, to take upon Himself all the
human destiny, createdness, life in a fallen world, the
consequences of human sin, and even the loss of God
which is what kills. And, having accepted it all in an act of
saving and redempting love, He has risen, and anyone
can enter into eternal life, the life of the resurrection by
uniting himself or herself to Christ. Amen.

On the Nativity of Our Lord
“What, then, O, brethren, is required of us in order that
we might avail ourselves of all the grace brought unto us
from on high by the coming to earth of the Son of God?
What is necessary, first of all, is faith in the Son of God,
in the Gospel as the salvation-bestowing heavenly
teaching; a true repentance of sins and the correction of
life and of heart; communion in prayer and in the
mysteries [sacraments]; the knowledge and fulfillment
of Christ’s commandments. Also necessary are the
virtues: Christian humility, alms-giving, continence,
purity and chastity, simplicity and goodness of heart.
Let us, then, O brothers and sisters, bring these virtues as
a gift to the One Who was born for the sake of our
salvation – let us bring them in place of the gold,
frankincense and myrrh which the Magi brought Him, as
to One Who is King, God, and Man, come to die for us.
This, from us, shall be the most-pleasing form of
sacrifice to God and to the Infant Jesus Christ.”
+ St. John of Kronstadt, Sermon on the Nativity of Jesus
Christ

