Holy Trinity Orthodox Church
Sun, June 21, 2020 - A
 ll Saints of North America
Martyr Julian of Tarsus in Cilicia. Hieromartyr Terence, Bishop of Iconium.

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY TO ALL OF OUR WONDERFUL DAD’S!
MAY THE MEMORY OF THOSE DEPARTED BE ETERNAL!

As the bountiful harvest of Thy sowing of salvation, the
lands of North America offer to Thee, O Lord, all the
saints who have shone in them. By their prayers keep the
Church and our land in abiding peace through the
Theotokos, O most Merciful One!
As God, Thou didst rise from the tomb in glory, raising
the world with Thyself. Human nature praises Thee as
God, for death has vanished. Adam exults, O Master! Eve
rejoices, for she is freed from bondage and cries to Thee:
// “Thou art the Giver of Resurrection to all, O Christ!”
Today the choir of Saints who were pleasing to God in the
lands of North America now stands before us in the
Church and invisibly prays to God for us. With them the
Angels glorify Him, and all the Saints of the Church of
Christ keep festival with them; // and together they all
pray for us to the Pre-eternal God.

Epistle Reading - Romans 2:10-16

Hymns for Today
When the stone had been sealed by the Jews, while the
soldiers were guarding Thy most pure body, Thou didst
rise on the third day, O Savior, granting life to the world.
The powers of heaven therefore cried to Thee, O Giver of
Life: “Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ! Glory to Thy
Kingdom!// Glory to Thy dispensation, O thou who lovest
of mankind!”

but glory, honor, and peace to everyone who works what
is good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For there is
no partiality with God. For as many as have sinned
without law will also perish without law, and as many as
have sinned in the law will be judged by the law (for not
the hearers of the law are just in the sight of God, but the
doers of the law will be justified; for when Gentiles, who
do not have the law, by nature do the things in the law,
these, although not having the law, are a law to
themselves, who show the work of the law written in
their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and
between themselves their thoughts accusing or else
excusing them) in the day when God will judge the
secrets of men by Jesus Christ, according to my gospel.

DEAR GUESTS AND FRIENDS: A most sincere and heartfelt welcome to you from Holy Trinity Orthodox Church. According to the
ancient traditions of the Orthodox Church, the Sacrament of Holy Communion is to be administered only to Orthodox Christians
who have prepared to receive the Holy Sacrament through prayer and fasting.
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Gospel Reading -Matthew 4:18-23
And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two
brothers, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother,
casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. Then
He said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers
of men.” They immediately left their nets and followed
Him. Going on from there, He saw two other brothers,
James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in the
boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets. He
called them, and immediately they left the boat and their
father, and followed Him. And Jesus went about all
Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the
gospel of the kingdom, and healing all kinds of sickness
and all kinds of disease among the people.
(Matthew 4:25-5:12 - For the Saints) Great multitudes
followed Him – from Galilee, and from Decapolis,
Jerusalem, Judea, and beyond the Jordan. And seeing the
multitudes, He went up on a mountain, and when He was
seated His disciples came to Him. Then He opened His
mouth and taught them, saying: “Blessed are the poor in
spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are
those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. Blessed
are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are
those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they
shall be filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they shall
obtain mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall
see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be
called sons of God. Blessed are those who are persecuted
for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven. Blessed are you when they revile and persecute
you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My
sake. Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your
reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets
who were before you.

THIS WEEK’S SERVICE SCHEDULE
(Sat Vespers & Sun Liturgy livestreamed on Facebook)
TODAY: 8:40 AM Hours, Divine Liturgy @ 9:00 AM
+++

The Nativity of St. John the Baptist
TUES, June 23 @ 6:30 PM: Great Vespers
WED, June 24 @ 9 AM: Divine Liturgy
+++

WED, June 24: 1 PM Bible Study (Note time change)
SAT, June 27: 5:00 PM Great Vespers
SUN, June 28: 8:40 AM Hours, 9 AM Divine Liturgy
+++

The Feast of the Holy Apostles Peter & Paul
SUN, June 28: Great Vespers
Immediately following Divine Liturgy
MON, June 29 @ 9 AM: Divine Liturgy

PARISH PRAYER LIST
Living: Cynthia Dulsky, Theodore & Elenor Sovryda,
Valletta Family, Nadine Breisch, Luke Austin, Rosalie
Bagenski, Denise Meck, Sonja & Leanne Kay, Stephen &
Mary Krill, Anna Hutz Lahr, Madaline, Brian Cawley,
Josie Bissett, Lisa Harvey, Daniel & Shannon Bissett,
Johnny Soucek, Rebecca King, Ray Zavada, Barbara Clark,
Connie Padrezas, Delores Karas, Antonette Terry,
Archpriest Daniel & Matushka Myra Kovalak, Mary
DeBenedetto, Violet Filipi, Karl Pfeiffenberger, Lisa
Vallone, Christopher Polk, Emma St. Romain, Catherine,
Diane Welgus, Danny Gobish, Lorraine Pace, Gregory
Gobish Departed: Chad, Frank Emil Timko Maddox,
Janice George, Mitred Archpriest Nicholas Timpko,
Thomas Podalak, Martin Taylor, Dimitrios L.

Altar Server Schedule for June 21-28
Altar servers will now serve only when it is their assigned
week. If you have questions or won’t be in church the
Sunday your son is scheduled, please let Fr. Innocent
know. Thanks to all of our servers for their hard work and
dedication.
Sunday June 21st
Caleb Dutko, Tommy Donlick, Andrew Neal
Sunday June 28th
Andrew Conklin, Christopher Dutko, Simeon Clark

FROM FR. INNOCENT
Upcoming Weekday Services: The feasts of St. John the
Baptist and the Holy Apostles means we will have
weekday Divine Liturgies for the next two weeks. If you
or someone you know would prefer to come to services
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with fewer people, please take this opportunity to attend.
You do not need to let me know as there will be more
than enough room for anyone to stay at a distance from
other parishioners. Please let anyone know who you
think might want to attend.
Veneration of Icons: Just a reminder that you CAN
venerate icons in the church without touching them at
this time. Veneration of icons is an important part of how
we enter and exit the church and integral to our worship..
Please do not feel restricted from doing so. Just
remember to try to maintain distance from others and
refrain from kissing or touching the icons.
THANK YOU: Thank you to everyone helping with the
logistics of keeping to the current safety guidelines at
services. This is an important work. Thank you also for
everyone's cooperation and being patient as we do our
best to keep the most vulnerable who would like to come
to services safe. I would also like to thank the lawn crew,
those who have helped beautify and maintain the church,
and all of those helping around the church at this time.
Much of this goes unrecognized and unknown all. You
know who you are! May Our Lord bless you for your
sacrifices.

St. Innocent of Alaska: On
Receiving Holy Spirit into
Our Lives
The true and recognized means of receiving the Holy
Spirit, according to the teaching of the Holy Scripture
and the experiences of the great saints, are the following:
(1) purity of heart and chastity, (2) humility, (3) listening
to the voice of God, (4) prayer, (5) daily self-denial, (6)
reading and listening to the holy scripture, and (7) the
sacraments of the church, and especially Holy
Communion.
Every faithful soul is filled with the Holy Spirit, if she is
cleansed of her sins and encumbered or closed by
self-love and pride. For the Holy Spirit always surrounds
us and wishes to fill us, but our evil deeds that surround
us like a hard stone wall are like evil guards that do not
allow Him to come near us and keep Him away from us.
Every sin can keep the Holy Spirit away from us, but

bodily impurity and spiritual pride as especially repellent
to Him. The Holy Spirit, Who is the most perfect purity,
cannot possibly be in a man defiled by sins. How can he
be in our heart when it is filled and encumbered by
different cares, desires and passions?

What do we remember today?
The Sunday of all Saints of North America
On the second Sunday after Pentecost, each local
Orthodox Church commemorates all the saints, known
and unknown, who have shone forth in its territory.
Accordingly, the Orthodox Church in America remembers
the saints of North America on this day.
Saints of all times, and in every country are seen as the
fulfillment of God’s promise to redeem fallen humanity.
Their example encourages us to “lay aside every weight,
and the sin which so easily besets us” and to “run with
patience the race that is set before us” (Hebrews 12:1).
The saints of North America also teach us how we should
live, and what we must expect to endure as Christians
Although it is a relatively young church, the Orthodox
Church in America has produced saints in nearly all of
the six major categories of saints: Apostles (and Equals of
the Apostles); Martyrs (and Confessors); Prophets;
Hierarchs; Monastic Saints; and the Righteous. Prophets,
of course, lived in Old Testament times and predicted the
coming of Christ.
The first Divine Liturgy in what is now American
territory (northern latitude 58 degrees, 14 minutes,
western longitude 141 degrees) was celebrated on July 20,
1741, the Feast of the Prophet Elias, aboard the ship Peter
under the command of Vitus Bering. Hieromonk Hilarion
Trusov and the priest Ignatius Kozirevsky served
together on that occasion. Several years later, the
Russian merchant Gregory I. Shelikov visited Valaam
monastery, suggesting to the abbot that it would be
desirable to send missionaries to Russian America.
On September 24, 1794, after a journey of 7,327 miles
(the longest missionary journey in Orthodox history) and
293 days, a group of monks from Valaam arrived on
Kodiak Island in Alaska. The mission was headed by
Archimandrite Joasaph, and included Hieromonks
Juvenal, Macarius, and Athanasius, the Hierodeacons
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Nectarius and Stephen, and the monks Herman and
Joasaph. Saint Herman of Alaska (December 13, August
9), the last surviving member of the mission, fell asleep
in the Lord in 1837.
Throughout the Church’s history, the seeds of faith have
always been watered by the blood of the martyrs. The
Protomartyr Juvenal was killed near Lake Iliamna by
natives in 1799, thus becoming the first Orthodox
Christian to shed his blood for Christ in the New World.
In 1816, Saint Peter the Aleut was put to death by Spanish
missionaries in California when he refused to convert to
Roman Catholicism.
Missionary efforts continued in the nineteenth century,
with outreach to the native peoples of Alaska. Two of the
most prominent laborers in Christ’s Vineyard were Saint
Innocent Veniaminov (March 31 and October 6) and Saint
Jacob Netsvetov (July 26), who translated Orthodox
services and books into the native languages. Father
Jacob Netsvetev died in Sitka in 1864 after a life of
devoted service to the Church. Father John Veniaminov,
after his wife’s death, received monastic tonsure with the
name Innocent. He died in 1879 as the Metropolitan of
Moscow.
As the nineteenth century was drawing to a close, an
event of enormous significance for the North American
Church took place. On March 25, 1891, Bishop Vladimir
went to Minneapolis to receive Saint Alexis Toth (May 7)
and 361 of his parishioners into the Orthodox Church.
This was the beginning of the return of many Uniates to
Orthodoxy.
Saint Tikhon (Belavin), the future Patriarch of Moscow
(April 7, October 9), came to America as bishop of the
diocese of the Aleutians and Alaska in September 1898.
As the only Orthodox bishop on the continent, Saint
Tikhon traveled extensively throughout North America
in order to minister to his widely scattered and diverse
flock. He realized that the local church here could not be
a permanent extension of the Russian Church. Therefore,
he focused his efforts on giving the American Church a
diocesan and parish structure which would help it
mature and grow.
Saint Tikhon returned to Russia in 1907, and was elected
as Patriarch of Moscow ten years later. He died in 1925,
and for many years his exact burial place remained
unknown. Saint Tikhon’s grave was discovered on

February 22, 1992 in the smaller cathedral of Our Lady of
the Don in the Don Monastery when a fire made
renovation of the church necessary.
Saint Raphael of Brooklyn (February 27) was the first
Orthodox bishop to be consecrated in North America.
Archimandrite Raphael Hawaweeny was consecrated by
Bishop Tikhon and Bishop Innocent (Pustynsky) at Saint
Nicholas Cathedral in New York on March 13, 1904. As
Bishop of Brooklyn, Saint Raphael was a trusted and
capable assistant to Saint Tikhon in his archpastoral
ministry. Saint Raphael reposed on February 27, 1915.
The first All American Council took place March 5-7,
1907 at Mayfield, PA, and the main topic was “How to
expand the mission.” Guidelines and directions for
missionary activity, and statutes for the administrative
structure of parishes were also set forth.
In the twentieth century, in the aftermath of the Russian
Revolution, countless men, women, and children
received the crown of martyrdom rather than renounce
Christ. Saints John Kochurov (October 31) and Alexander
Hotovitzky (December 4 and August 7) both served the
Church in North America before going back to Russia.
Saint John became the first clergyman to be martyred in
Russia on October 31, 1917 in Saint Petersburg. Saint
Alexander Hotovitzky, who served in America until 1914,
was killed in 1937.
In addition to the saints listed above, we also honor those
saints who are known only to God, and have not been
recognized officially by the Church. As we contemplate
the lives of these saints, let us remember that we are also
called by God to a life of holiness.

