Holy Trinity Orthodox Church
Sun, May 24, 2020 - The Blind Man

Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!
“These men are the servants of the Most High God, who
proclaim to us the way of salvation.” And this she did for
many days. But Paul, greatly annoyed, turned and said to
the spirit, “I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to
come out of her.” And he came out that very hour. ...

Gospel Reading - John 9:1-38

Hymns for Today
Let us, the faithful, praise and worship the Word,
co-eternal with the Father and the Spirit, born for our
salvation from the Virgin; for He willed to be lifted up on
the Cross in the flesh, to endure death, and to raise the
dead // by His glorious Resurrection.
I come to Thee, O Christ, blind from birth in my spiritual
eyes, and call to Thee in repentance: // “Thou art the
most radiant Light of those in darkness.”
Thou didst descend into the tomb, O Immortal, Thou
didst destroy the power of death. In victory Thou didst
arise, O Christ God, proclaiming, “Rejoice!” to the
Myrrhbearing Women, // granting peace to Thine
Apostles, and bestowing Resurrection on the fallen.

Epistle Reading - Acts 16:16-34
Now it happened, as we went to prayer, that a certain
slave girl possessed with a spirit of divination met us,
who brought her masters much profit by fortune-telling.
This girl followed Paul and us, and cried out, saying,

Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was blind
from birth. And His disciples asked Him, saying, “Rabbi,
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born
blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his
parents sinned, but that the works of God should be
revealed in him. I must work the works of Him who sent
Me while it is day; the night is coming when no one can
work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the
world.” When He had said these things, He spat on the
ground and made clay with the saliva; and He anointed
the eyes of the blind man with the clay. And He said to
him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which is
translated, Sent). So he went and washed, and came back
seeing. Therefore the neighbors and those who
previously had seen that he was blind said, “Is not this he
who sat and begged?” Some said, “This is he.” Others
said, “He is like him.” He said, “I am he.” Therefore they
said to him, “How were your eyes opened?” He answered
and said, “A Man called Jesus made clay and anointed my
eyes and said to me, ‘Go to the pool of Siloam and wash.’
So I went and washed, and I received sight.” Then they
said to him, “Where is He?” He said, “I do not know.”
They brought him who formerly was blind to the
Pharisees. Now it was a Sabbath when Jesus made the
clay and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also asked
him again how he had received his sight. He said to them,
“He put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.”
Therefore some of the Pharisees said, “This Man is not
from God, because He does not keep the Sabbath.” Others
said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?”
And there was a division among them. They said to the
blind man again, “What do you say about Him because
He opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” But
the Jews did not believe concerning him, that he had
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been blind and received his sight, until they called the
parents of him who had received his sight. And they
asked them, saying, “Is this your son, who you say was
born blind? How then does he now see?” His parents
answered them and said, “We know that this is our son,
and that he was born blind; but by what means he now
sees we do not know, or who opened his eyes we do not
know. He is of age; ask him. He will speak for himself. … ”

THIS WEEK’S SERVICE SCHEDULE
(Livestreamed on Facebook)
TODAY: Check Our Facebook Page for links to services.
WED: Bible Study @ 10 AM

Great Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord
Wed, Great Vespers @ 6:30 PM
Thurs, Divine Liturgy @ 9:00 AM
SAT: Great Vespers @ 5:00 PM
SUN: 3rd Hour @ 8:50 AM, Divine Liturgy @ 9:00 AM

PARISH PRAYER LIST
Living: Cynthia Dulsky, Theodore & Elenor Sovryda,
Valletta Family, Nadine Breisch, Luke Austin, Rosalie
Bagenski, Denise Meck, Sonja & Leighann Kay, Stephen &
Mary Krill, Anna Hutz Lahr, Madaline, Brian Cawley,
Josie Bissett, Lisa Harvey, Daniel & Shannon Bissett,
Johnny Soucek, Rebecca King, Ray Zavada, Barbara Clark,
Connie Padrezas, Delores Karas, Antonette Terry,
Stephen & Mary Krill, Archpriest Daniel & Matushka
Kovalak Departed: Chad, Frank Emil Timko Maddox,
Janice George, Mitred Archpriest Nicholas Timpko

ON THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
Jesus did not live with His disciples after His resurrection
as He had before His death. Filled with the glory of His
divinity, He appeared at different times and places to His
people, assuring them that it was He, truly alive in His
risen and glorified body.
To them He presented Himself alive after His
passion by many proofs, appearing to them during
forty days, and speaking of the Kingdom of God
(Acts 1.3).

It should be noted that the time span of forty days is used
many times in the Bible and signifies a temporal period
of completeness and sufficiency (Gen 7.17; Ex 16.35,
24.18; Judg 3.11; 1 Sam 17.16; 1 Kg 19.8; Jon 3.4; Mt 4.2).
On the fortieth day after His passover, Jesus ascended
into heaven to be glorified on the right hand of God (Acts
1.9–11; Mk 16.19; Lk 24.51). The ascension of Christ is His
final physical departure from this world after the
resurrection. It is the formal completion of His mission in
this world as the Messianic Saviour. It is His glorious
return to the Father Who had sent Him into the world to
accomplish the work that He had given him to do (Jn
17.4–5).
. . . and lifting His hands He blessed them. While
blessing them, He parted from them and was
carried up into heaven. And they returned to
Jerusalem with great joy (Lk 24.51–52).
The Church’s celebration of the ascension, as all such
festal celebrations, is not merely the remembrance of an
event in Christ’s life. Indeed, the ascension itself is not to
be understood as though it were simply the supernatural
event of a man floating up and away into the skies. The
holy scripture stresses Christ’s physical departure and
His glorification with God the Father, together with the
great joy which His disciples had as they received the
promise of the Holy Spirit Who was to come to assure the
Lord’s presence with them, enabling them to be His
witnesses to the ends of earth (Lk 24.48–53; Acts 1.8–11;
Mt 28.20; Mk 16.16–14).
In the Church the believers in Christ celebrate these very
same realities with the conviction that it is for them and
for all men that Christ’s departure from this world has
taken place. The Lord leaves in order to be glorified with
God the Father and to glorify us with himself. He goes in
order to “prepare a place” for and to take us also into the
blessedness of God’s presence. He goes to open the way
for all flesh into the “heavenly sanctuary . . . the Holy
Place not made by hands” (see Hebrews 8–10). He goes
in order send the Holy Spirit, Who proceeds from the
Father to bear witness to Him and His gospel in the
world, making Him powerfully present in the lives of
disciples.

